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The Identity of an Afro—American Woman
in The Color Purple
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The Identity of an Afro—American Woman
in 7he Color Purple

Kim, Hae Seong
Department of English Language and Literature

Graduate School of Korea Maritime University

This thesis aims to study how Afro-American women are
repressed by class, race, and gender. Black feminists have argued
that the Afro—American critical theories which emerged during the
Black Arts Movement of the late sixties and seventies were
overtly masculinist. There is an assumption that the black feminist
critics will necessarily be black women because white and black
men both view things from a male perspective. Alice Walker
belongs to the tradition of black feminist writers.

She depicts class, race, and gender oppression in her works.
Her works are focussed on the war of gender. Her most famous
work is The Color Purple(1982). She depicted racial and gender
discrimination that she had experienced during her childhood in
her family. Walker was born in rural Georgia in the South of the
United States of America. She was the eighth and the youngest
child of sharecropper.

In 7The Color Purple Celie tells her story. Celie represents the
black women of the South. She writes letters to God in which she
tells about her life. Her roles as daughter, wife, sister, and
mother. In the course of her story she meets a series of other
black women who shape her life: Nettie(Celie's sister, who
becomes a missionary teacher in Africa), Shug Avery(the blues



singer her husband Mr.- is in love with), and who ironically
becomes Celie's salvation. There is also sofia, the strong willed
daughter-in—-law whose strength and courage inspires Celie, and
Squeak who goes through an awakening of her own. Throughout
the story Celie is the center of the community of women, the one
who knows how to survive. She is uneducated and she is writing
exactly as she speaks and thinks. There is nothing artificial about
her writing style. The most distinctive characteristic about Celie's
letters are their naturalness. However, it will be a long time
before she gains enough self-esteem.

Celie began her life as a virtual slave, the victim of men, of
traditional sexual roles, of racism, and of innumerable social
injustises. She has struggled for many years, keeping alive the
memory of Nettie, believing in Nettie, despite the fact that she
had no proof that Nettie was still alive. This is testamony to
Celie's courageous spirit. as is Celie's love for Nettie and for
Shug, which finally allows her to forgive her husband, for all of
his intentional cruelty. Love heals heartaches, and love leads Celie
to forgiveness and reconciliation. When the novel ends, Celie is
solid. Love has sustained her. She has learned how to love herself
and to share love despite continually cruel pressures. She has
endured and learned how to love herself and to share love despite
continually cruel pressures. She has endured and learned to fight
and she has won her battles.

What Walker demonstrates most clearly in her novel is that one
has to make his or her own world. She trusts one's potential
ability to change and in her words to survive wholly.
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other writer's story. And the whole story is what I'm after.(Search, 49)

I believe that truth about any subject only comes when all the sides of
story are put together. Each Writer writes the missing parts to the
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You better not never tell nobody but God. It'd kill your mammy. (Walker,
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She the oldest anyway. She ought to marry first. She ain't fresh tho,
but I spect you know that. She spoiled twice She ugly. He say.

But ain't no stranger to hard work, And she clean. And God done
fixed her. You can do everything just like you want to and She

ain't gonna make you feed it or clothe it.(9)
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Buy Celie some clothes. She say to Mr.— She need clothes? He ast.
Well, look at her. He look at me. It like he looking at the earth.

It need somethin?(21)
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Bible say Honor father and mother no matter what. Then after while
everytime I got mad or start to feel mad, I got sick. Felt like throwing

up. Terrible feeling. Then I start to feel nothing at all.(44)
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Well, sometime Mr.— git on me pretty hard. I have to talk to Old Maker.
But he my husband. I shrug my shoulders. This life soon be over,

[ say. Heaven last always.(44)
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He beat me like he beat the children. Cept he don't never hardly beat them.
He say, Celie, git the belt. The children be outside the room, peeking
through the cracks. It all I can do not to cry. I make myself wood. I say

to myself, Celie, you a tree. That's how come [ Know trees fear man.(23)
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You got to fight them. Celie. she say. I can't do it for you. You got to
fight them for yourself. I don't say nothing. I don't fight, I stay

where I'm told, But I'm alive.(18)
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[ have written to stay alive. I have written to survive. (Writing

to Survive)
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I think bout angels, God coming down by chariot, swining down real low and
carrying ole Sofia home. I see'em all as clear as day. Angels all in white,
white hair and white eyes, look like albinos. God all white too. looking

like some stout white man work at the bank.(96)
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She say, my first step from the old white man was trees. Then air, then
birds then other people. But one day when I was sitting quiet and feeling
like a motherless child, which, I was, it come to me; that feeling of being
part of everything, not separate at all. I knew if I cut a tree, my arm
would bleed. And I laughed and I cried and I run all around the house.

I knew just what it was. In fact, when it happen, you can't miss it. It
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sort like you know what, she say grinning and rubbing high up on my

thigh(203)
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They[The Olinkalsay everybody before Adam was black, Then one day
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some woman they just right away kill, come out with this colorless baby.

they thought at first it was something she ate But then another one had

one and also the woman start to have twins. So the people start to put

the white babies and the twins to death. So really Adam wasn't even the

first white man. He was just the first one the people didn't kill. (280)
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When I see Sofia I don't know why she still alive. They crack her skull,

they crack her ribs. They tear her nose loose on one side. They blind
her in one eye. She swole from head to foot. Her tongue the size of my
arm, it stick out tween her teef like a piece of rubber. She can't talk.

And she just about the color of eggplant.(91-92)
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Zcta 13hdn X5 wP AR S AM7EA Slo] Hslole. vEt a8 e
o FHF 2 RS #(Fo] Neater, 19 29 ¢]F2 Yy, = Nina%l+

stal ‘WlEE F(Fo] Peter T ¢]F2 Pinta 305) 9 WE wERoE(E
of Atetrtlet3)’ gL olF F-3 wf Bla fle. JdHAE Lol A oA #
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i

The way you know who discover America, Nettie say, is think bout
cucumbers. That what Columbus sound like. [ learned all about Columbus
in first grade, but look like he the first thing I forgot. She say Columbus
come here in boats call the Neater, the Peter, and the Santomareater.
Indians so nice to him he force a bunch of’ em back home with him to

wait on the queen.(10)
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I sit in the dining room making pants after pants. I got pants now in
every color and size under the sun. I make so many pants Shug tease

me. (298)
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The most beautiful woman I ever saw. She more pretty then my mama.

She bout ten thousand times more prettier then me.
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She say to tell the truth, you remind me of my mama. She under my
daddy thumb. Naw, She under my daddy foot. Anything he say goes.
She never say nothing back. She never stand up for herself. Try to
make a little half stand sometime for the children but that always

backfire. More she stand up for us, the harder time he gives her.(43)
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Part of existence means to me is knowing the difference between what I am
now and what I was then. It is being capable of looking after myself

intellectually as well as financially. It is being able to tell when I am being
wronged and by whom. It means being awake to protect myself and the
ones I love. It means being a part of the world community, and being alert
to which part it is that I have joined, and Knowing how to change to
another part if that part does not suit me. To know is to exist: to exist is
to be involved, to move about, to see the world with my own eyes. This, at

least, the Movement has given me. (Search, 125-126)
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