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The Representation of the Mythology of Goddess
in Toni Morrison’s Novels: Focusing Particularly

on Paradise

Park, Heh Young

Major in English Language and Literature
Graduate School

Korea Maritime University

Abstract

Toni Morrison, the first African-American Nobel Prize winner, and one
of the most influential writers in American literature, has dealt with the
issues of race and sex in American society since her first novel The Bluest
FEye was published. In her works, Morrison mostly deals with the identity
and historical consciousness of African —Americans, and also describes black
women's double-damaged reality as a black and woman in the Black
community.

The purpose of this thesis i1s to analyze the female problems appearing
in Morrison’s works from the mythical point of view. This approach has
not been adopted so far. According to the mythologists’ theory, there was a
time when the Goddess belief was the principal part in all over the world,
and the gender of God was considered as female or gamogenesis. Also, the
woman's position was higher than man or at least equal. However, the

invasion of the northern race, or the group of warlike Indo-European family,



resulted in the disappearance of the Goddess belief and the worshipers of
Goddesses. But every myth and religion retains the traces of this Goddess
belief.

In this paper, I analyse Morrison’s works, focusing particularly on
Paradise from this mythical point of view. Paradise is mainly the story of
women wounded by a patriarchal society. The men of Ruby, the village
allowing Black people only, reject the women and even use of violence
toward them for their distorted ideology. Their rejection of and violence
against the women symbolize the historical and mythical event explained
above. The attack on and critique of the matriarchal society are
reconstructed by the men of Ruby.

Nevertheless, the women in Paradise got over their traumas and gained
rebirth, as divinities. They accept their wounds, transform themselves, and
tolerate the people who hurt them. Not just keeping silent under the
rejection and violence of the patriarchical society. We can find the figure of
liberal and tolerant Goddess who existed and were worshipped in the
ancient time through the women in Paradise. Moreover, through these
women, we can find how to settle one’s identity and individuality as a

woman in contemporary society.
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Everybody in the world was in a position to give them orders.
White women said, “Do this.” White children said, “Give me that.”
White men said, “Come here.” Black men said, “Lay down.” The
only people they need not take orders from were black children

and each other. (138)
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We absorb attitudes as well as subject matter in the learning
process. Moreover, the attitudes tend to determine what we see,
and what we fail to see, in the subject matter. This is why
attitude is just as important as subject matter in the educational

process. (Stone 24 A <1-&)
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In the beginning there was Isis: Oldest of the Old, She was the
Goddess from whom all Becoming Arose. She was the Great
Lady, Mistress of the two Lands of Egypt, Mistress of Shelter,
Mistress of Heaven, Mistress of the House of Life, Mistress of
the word of God. She was the Unique. In all Her great and
wonderful works She was a wiser magician and more excellent

than any other God. (10)
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Unto Her who renders decision, Goddess of all things, Unto the
Lady of Heaven and Earth who receives supplication; Unto Her
who hears petition, who entertains prayer; Unto the compassionate
Goddess who loves righteousness; Ishtar the Queen, who
suppresses all that is confused. To the Queen of Heaven, the
Goddess of the Universe, the One who walked in terrible Chaos

and brought life by the Law of Love; And out of Chaos brought



as harmony, and from Chaos Thou has led us by the hand. (10)
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All authority was vested in the woman, who discharged every
kind of public duty. The men looked after domestic affairs just as
the women do among ourselves and did as they were told by
their wives. They were not allowed to undertake war service or
to exercise any functions of government, or to fill any public
office, such as might have given them more spirit to set
themselves up against the women. The children were handed over
immediately after birth to the men, who reared them on milk and

other foods suitable to their age. (Stone 35 A} ¢1&)
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They were proud that none of their women has ever worked in a



whiteman’s kitchen or nursed a white child. Although field labor
was harder and carried no status, they believed the rape of
women who worked in white kitchens was if not a certainty a
distinct possibility—neither of which they could bear to
contemplate. So they exchanged that danger for the relative safety
of brutal work. It was thinking that made a community "kitchen”

so agreeable. (99)
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let alone her husband. The one who

In fact she had enjoyed it. Pounding, pounding, even biting Gigi
old Mavis was dead. The one who couldn’t defend herself from
couldn’t figure out or manage a simple meal, who relied on delis

was exhilarating, just as cooking was. It was more proof that the

an eleven-year-old girl,



created crepe-like delicacies without

now

and drive-throughs,
shopping every day. (171)
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Seneca embraced and finally let go of a dark morning in sate
housing. Grace witnessed the successful cleansing of a white shirt
that never should have been stained. Mavis moved in the shudder
of rose of Sharon petals tickling her skin. Pallas, delivered of a
delicate son, held him close while the rain rinsed away a scary

woman on an escalator and all fear of black water. (283)
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In slavery times, there are frequent records of the conjure doctor’s
being appealed to save the slave from punishment, to enable him
to escape the "patrollers” or, in the case of a runaway, to enable
him to return home without suffering from his master’s anger.

(361)
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Who were these women who, like her mother, has only one
name? Celeste, Olive, Sorrow, Ivlin, Pansy. Who were these
women with generalized last names? Brown, Smith, Rivers, Stone,
Jones. Women whose identity rested on the men they married—if
marriage applied: a Morgan, a Flood, a Blackhorse, a Poole, a

Fleetwood. (187-8)
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She had another question: When will they return? When will they
reappear, with blazing eyes, war paint and huge hands to rip up
and stomp down this prison calling itself a town? A town that
had tried to ruin her grandfather, succeeded in swallowing her
mother and almost broken her own self. A backward noplace ruled
by men whose power to control was out of control and who had
the nerve to say who could live and who not and where, who had
seen in lively, free, unarmed females the mutiny of the mares and
so got rid of them. (308)
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Here is the house. It is green and white. It has a red door. It is
very pretty. Here is the family. Mother, Father, Dick, and Jane
live in the green—and-white house. They are very happy. See
Jane. She has a red dress. She wants to play. Who will play with
Jane? See the cat. It goes meow meow. Come and play. Come
play with Jane. The Kkitten will not play. See mother. Mother is
very nice. Mother, will you play with Jane? Mother laughs. Laugh,
mother laugh. See Father. He is big and strong. Father, will you
play with Jane? Father is smiling. Smile, Father, smile. See the
dog. Bowwow goes the dog. Do you want to play with Jane? See
the dog run. Run, dog, run. Look, look. Here comes a friend. The
friend will play with Jane. They will play a good game. Play,
Jane, play. (7)
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It was as though some mysterious all knowing master had given each
one a cloak of ugliness to wear, and they had each accepted it without
question. The master had said, "You are ugly people.” They had looked
about themselves and saw nothing to contradict the statement; saw in
fact, support for it leaning at them from every billboard, every movie,
every glance. "Yes,” They had said, "You are right.” And they took the

ugliness in their world with it. (34)
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The more he thought about marriage, the more attractive it
became. Whatever his fortune, whatever the cut of his garment,
there would always be the hem-the tuck and fold that hid his
raveling edges; a someone sweet, industrious and loyal to shore
him up. And in return he would shelter her, love her, grow old
with her. Without that someone he was a waiter hanging around
a kitchen like a woman. With her he was head of a household
pinned to an unsatisfactory job out of necessity. The two of them

together would make one Jude. (Sula 83)
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Marriage is presented as a microcosm of patriarchy and capitalism

because it is the one institution absolutely necessary for the
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Of course,
weak and subservient. It is the domination and exploitation of her

functioning of both. The emphasis of marriage is on possession
possessed, ruled, and ordered she is the one who is to be made
that is necessary for patriarchy; it is familial privacy, possession,

and rule that is necessary for capitalism. (158-9)

and rule and order.
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It was interesting to me that black people at one time seemed not
to respond to evil in the ways other people did. They thought evil

had a natural place in the universe; they did not need to eradicate
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it. Evil is not an alien force; it’s just a different force. (28-9)
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“Anna Djvorak don’t even know your name! She called you Dr.
Foster’s daughter! I bet you one hundred dollars she still don't
know vyour name! You by yourself ain't nobody. You your
daddy’s daughter!”

“That’s so,” said Ruth in a thin abut steady voice. “I certainly am
my daddy’s daughter.” She smiled.

Macon didn’t wait to put his fork down. He dropped it on the
table while his hand was in its way across the bread plate

becoming the fist he smashed into her jaw. (66-67)
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I was breathing air in the world thirteen years before your lungs
were even formed. Corinthians, twelve..... Our girlhood was spent
like a found nickel on you. When you slept, we were quiet; when
you hungry, we cooked; when you wanted to play, we entertained
you.... You have yet to wash your underwear, spread a bed, wipe
the ring from your tub, or move a fleck of your dirt from one
place to another. And to this day, you have never asked one of us
if we were tired, or sad, or wanted a cup of coffee... You are

exactly like him. Exactly. (216-217)
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“In the beginning, people would say, ‘Do you regard yourself as a
black writer, or as a writer? and they also used the word woman
with it-woman writer. So at first I was glib and said I'm a black
woman writer.... 1 really think the range of emotions and
perceptions I have had access to as a black person and as a
female person are greater than those of people who are neither. I

really do.” (Rothstein 862-83)
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