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Abstract

Since the start of the human civilizations, securing maritime route is growing
in its importance with the advent of free trade era as much as its historic
significance.

In the wake of ever-increasing importance of maritime transportation and
emergence of maritime era, criminal activities, especially maritime terrorism, is
surfacing as a serious threat to the stability and development of maritime
transportation.

Once SUA convention has been signed, IMO has brought up the issue of
maritime terrorism in the international arena. Efforts are being made to prevent
maritime terrorism. International common stance has been in place to collect
maritime-related information to com up With counter—-measures and to devise
contingency plans backed by international cooperation scheme.

However, there are some major challenges in establishing common stance
against maritime terrorism and securing practical punishment. Therefore, legal
and institutional measures on top of technical, preventive ones are required.
Major aspects of criminal actions related to maritime terrorism are as follows.
International conventions on preventing various terrorism specify that there is

a mandate to make sure that terrorist activities be subject to severe or



appropriate punishment, which results in different criteria depending on local
criminal laws.

First, it is necessary to align internationally different criminal punishment to
secure effectiveness.

Second, the current rule of relative obligatory prosecution needs to be changed
to a rule of absolute obligatory prosecution. It would be more desirable to
specify not that terrorism activities should be subject to authorities concerned
but that it is a mandate of the country which has jurisdiction over the
activities to prosecute them to prevent and punish more effectively maritime
terrorism.

Third, a universal jurisdiction must be established when it comes to criminal
jurisdiction in the international convention on maritime terrorism.

Fourth, regular exchange of iInformation and close cooperation with
International Judicial Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters need to be
established for prevention of maritime terrorism and to set up or effective
policies.

Maritime terrorism can be minimized only when the international community
strives jointly to come up Wwith counter measures Wwith strong political

commitment to secure law and order in the sea and safe transportation.
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