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Abstract

The Encantadas or Enchanted Isles, a novella written by Herman Melville, is
based on his experience of visiting the Galapagos Islands in 1841. The
Galapagos Islands are famous as the site where Charles Darwin discovered
and developed the theory of evolution by observing the wild animals there.
Whereas the purpose of scientific inquiry is to establish a systematic
knowledge through observation, Melville in the novella appropriates
scientific discourses to elicit more possibilities and different perspectives on
nature and human beings. Melville seems to employ scientific discourses
including zoology and statistics in his observation of the Galapagos as if he
were a scientist like Darwin; at the same time, however, he relies on
diverse materials of literature, philosophy, religion, mythology and the

history of the islands to examine both nature and human beings.

Through his description of the bleak nature of the Galapagos created by
the volcanic activities, Melville reveals the avarice of a group of people who
come to the islands. Starting with a distant view of the islands, The
Encantadas consists of 10 episodic sketches and each sketch depicts each
island with its animal inhabitants and human visitors. Although the narrator
seems to take the eyes of a scientist who uses a telescope or a microscope,

the portrayal of the barrenness of the Galapagos reflects Melville’s critical



attitude toward human society. Charles Darwin took interest in the
possibilities of colonizing and incorporating the Galapagos into the British
Empire and was obsessed with filling the islands into the map. In contrast,
interested in portraying how the islands appear to change their shapes
depending on the light and distance, Melville interprets them with the
magical power of imagination and literary devices such as allusion and

symbol.
Melville shows how Rock Rodondo looks different depending on different

perspectives and how its inhabitants such as penguins, birds, and fish
resemble the stratified human society. He also criticizes American and
European advocates of slavery. The Encantadas abounds with examples which
illustrate Melville’s idea that human beings cannot be understood with an
one-sided view and approach. Episodes of diverse visitors including an
ambitious colonist, a corrupt hermit, ’‘rejuvenating’ and transforming
buccaneers, and an abandoned Chola widow reveal Melville’s in-depth
literary approach. Through this strategy, he presents the possibility of
interpreting or decoding the symbolic meanings of the Galapagos in various

ways beyond the superficial observation of the islands.

The representative example of this strategy can be found in his description
of Galapagos tortoises. The mark on the back of Galapagos tortoises seems
to bring "memento ****" to the narrator’s mind. However, by leaving the
word "mori" blank, Melville seeks to point out how its meaning is unfixed
and cannot be limited into a symbol for the mortality of human beings.
Melville closes the last sketch with the description of post offices and
tombstones scattered throughout the islands. Through the emphasis on these
remnants of human civilization, Melville depicts the Encantadas or
enchanted isles as symbolic space that embodies his critique of human

corruption and avarice rather than a Darwinian praise for human evolution.
Key Words: Herman Melville 3%t #%; Charles Darwin 22> Th¢l; Slavery =9
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Her Majesty’s ship Beagle, a ten-gun brig, under the command of
Captain Fitz Roy, R. N., sailed from Devonport on the 27th December,
1831. The object of the expedition was to complete the survey of
Patagonia and Tierra del Fuego, commenced under Captain King in
1826 to 1830—to survey the shores of Chile, Peru, and of some islands
in the Pacific—and to carry a chain of chronometrical measurements
round the World. On the 6th of January we reached Teneriffe, but
were prevented landing, by fears of our bringing the cholera: the next

morning we saw the sun rise behind the rugged outline of the Grand



Canary island, and suddenly illuminate the Peak of Teneriffe, whilst
the lower parts were veiled in fleecy clouds. This was the first of
many delightful days never to be forgotten. On the 16th of January,
1832, we anchored at Porto Praya, in St. Jago, the chief island of the
Cape de Verd archipelago. (Darwin 1839, 7)

22 gl 18350 debvtu s WE, Rt AR 18410 =23
o F AN BF fARRE 955 (Y3 gidS FaiEtd ol4ddle Adeldnt
aE9 Fa dFe= FAL Fob soldys Aotk g, A7 =4 T
He 2Rl By ol 23Rle] ARIA] Wolads 293 g4 HEE
£ Y3ty FRS FH3 71E37] Y 3 2 5% A EF Y (Howarth 99).
o] Bfal Y il o} FHUE S E u]AFFA =(Massachusetts) 2] FHI =
H E(New Bedford)oll d#& & AR deatu2E AdA A5} 4
Fe 27l A8 JAA st ke Aot o] sgo] Iyt 1147 347t
A ALE Ue H(Howarth 9)UE sk, T4 @lle] & wjient ofuet
AZE Folstd B ddEo]l Aol HAE o, Ao Aa 2e A8
F< Tt f8 detgaze 35S ALE FAE F U

= A X dle A" ARE ZY=ER) A & o 22 e
AR 3 o] AR 1] FEYEeRE ARS ARESH] s dEF
o 1 wFo] o Wilo] Zetuu s g QoA Byl FL3 ARl
A& ZET,

The fishing was good at first but by November of 1841 the Achushnet
had failed to take a whale for two months. The ship anchored for six
days at Chatam’s Isle (San Cristobal) and a crew went ashore to hunt
tortoises, a source of fresh meat. Those few days may have been

Melville’s only time spent on Galapagos soil. (Howarth 102)
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ambiguous and least lovely creature yet discovered by man. Though
o

dabbling in all three elements, and indeed possessing some rudimental
afloat it sculls; in the air it flops. As if ashamed of her failure, Nature
Straits of Magellan, and on the abased sea-story of Rodondo. (83)

claims to all, the penguin is at home in none. On land it stumps;
keeps this ungainly child hidden away at the ends of the earth, in the

And truly neither fish, flesh, nor fowl is the penguin; as an edible,
pertaining neither to Carnival nor Lent; without exception the most
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As we still ascend from shelf to shelf, we find the tenants of the

ojf

s

tower serially disposed in order of their magnitude:—gannets, black
and speckled haglets, jays, sea-hens, sperm-whale-birds, gulls, of all
varieties:—thrones, princeddoms, powers, dominating one above

another in senatorial array. (83)
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[Wlhile, sprinkled over all, like an ever-repeated fly in a great piece
of broidery, the stormy petrel or Mother Cary’s chicken sounds his
continual challenge and alarm. That this mysterious humming-bird of
ocean—which, had it but brilliancy of hue, might, from its evanescent
liveliness, be almost called its butterfly, yet whose chirrup under the
stern is ominous to mariners as to the peasant the death-tick sounding
from behind the chimney jamb—should have its special haunt at the
Encantadas, contributes, in the seaman’s mind, not a little to their

dreary spell. (83-84)
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No sooner did the hook touch the sea, than a hundred infatuates
inconsiderately trust, while they do not understand, human nature.

contended for the honor of capture. Poor fish of Rodondo! in your
(84-85)
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Below the water-line, the rock seemed one honeycomb of grottoes,
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affording labyrinthine lurking-places for swarms of fairy fish. . . . and
would have well graced the costliest glass globes in which gold-fish

are kept for a show. (84)
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Higher up now we mark the gony, or gray albatross, anomalously so

called, an unsightly, unpoetic bird, unlike its storied kinsman, which is
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the snow-white ghost of the haunted Capes of Hope and Horn. (83)
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The natural history of these islands is eminently curious, and well

[V

m\l

¢

deserves attention. Most of the organic productions are aboriginal
creations, found nowhere else; there is even a difference between the
inhabitants of the different islands. . . The archipelago is a little world
within itself, or rather a satellite attached to America. . . Considering
the small size of the islands, we feel the more astonished at the
number of their aboriginal beings, and at  their confined range.

(Darwin 1839, 546)
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Little but reptile life is here found: tortoise, lizards, immense spiders,

S

No voice, no low, no howl is heard; the chief sound of life here is a

snakes, and that strangest anomaly of outlandish nature, the aguano.
hiss. (71)
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If—like the census, map, and museum—Darwin’s taxonomies allow
him to describe, make familiar, and thus take control of the life forms
and geographical features he observes, Melville takes a fundamentally
different approach in The Encantadas, resorting to an imprecision that
defamiliarizes the island, rendering them magical, unclassifiable, and
ultimately unattainable. Whereas Melville’s descriptions of the islands
are in certain ways encyclopedic, they are in others amorphous.

(Tanyol 254)
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Probably few parts of earth have, in modern times, sheltered so many
solitaries. The reason is, that these isles are situated in a distant sea,
and the vessels which occasionally visit them are mostly all whalers,
or ships bound on dreary and protracted voyages, exempting them in
a good degree from both the oversight and the memory of human

law. (133)
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This enigmatic craft—American in the morning, and English in the
evening—her sails full of wind in a calm—was never again beheld. An

enchanted ship no doubt. So, at least, the sailors swore. (95)
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The sole superiority of Oberlus over the tortoises was his possession
of a larger capacity of degradation; and along with that, something
like an intelligent will to it. Moreover, what is about to be revealed,
perhaps will show, that selfish ambition, or the love of rule for its
own sake, far from being the peculiar infirmity of noble minds is

shared by beings which have no mind at all. (124)

_33_



A8 utol

-

T

guige 7)o} Ty

of WA QA=

FAE §lod AR #EEG ¢ B
and he would long dodge advancing strangers round the clinkered

=

=

)

—

3 1ar,

A3

[e)

=

ez o

s

j

“_

S

1zto 2a) Weja)of

o
1l

o] LheRA
I Uz Aot &

corners of his hut; sometimes like a stealthy bear, he would slink
WA 7o e ARAY H9E e A4

for a time beyond theirs, unless it were for the stupor brought on by

human face. Except his occasional visitors from the sea, for a long
period, the only companions of Oberlus were the crawling tortoises;
and he seemed more than degraded to their level, having no desires
drunkenness. (124)
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On their way up the mountains, he exultingly informs the negro, that
henceforth he is to work for him, and be his slave, and that his
treatment would entirely depend on his future conduct. . . . and in all
respects converts them into reptiles at his feet—plebeian garter-snakes

to this Lord Anaconda. (126-128)
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Near two centuries ago Barrington Isle was the resort of that famous
wing of the West Indian Buccaneers, which, upon their repulse from
the Cuban waters, crossing the Isthmus of Darien, ravaged the Pacific
side of the Spanish colonies, and, with the regularity and timing of a
modern mail, waylaid the royal treasure-ships plying between Manilla
and Acapulco. After the toils of piratic war, here they came to say
their prayers, enjoy their free-and-easies, count their crackers from the
cask, their doubloons from the keg, and measure their silks of Asia

with long Toledos for their yard-sticks. (96)
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As buccaneers they are pirates with a cause, similar in nature to that
of the Essex. Both fought against old and outmoded political orders,

both championing a new age. (Newbery 60)
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[W]hat do you think I saw? Seats which might have served Brahmins
and presidents of peace societies. Fine old ruins of what had once
been symmetric lounges of stone and turf, they bore every mark both
by of artificialness and age, and were, undoubtedly, made by the
Buccaneers. One had been a long sofa, with back and arms, just such
a sofa as the poet Gray might have loved to throw himself upon, his

Crébillon in hand. (97)
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With a rusty-fragment in one hand, and a bit of a winejar in

another, I sat me down on the ruinous green sofa I have spoken of,

and bethought me long and deeply of these same Buccaneers. Could it

be possible, that they robbed and murdered one day, reveled the next,

and rested themselves by turning meditative philosophers, rural poets,

and seat-builders on the third? Not very improbable, after all. For

consider the vacillations of a man. (98-99)
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In Sketch Sixth, the narrator says that pirates who landed on
Barrington Isle underwent a process of rejuvenation, a process which
links The Encantadas with traditional Romantic literature. Even the
"archipelago of aridities," a distinct variation from the usual lush or at
least physically fruitful world of Romantic literature, can be the setting
for the violent man’s transformation into the contemplative man.

(Jackson 137)
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Glancing across the water in the direction pointed out, I saw some
white thing hanging from an inland rock, perhaps half a mile from
the sea. ‘It is a bird; a white-winged bird; perhaps a—no; it is—it is a

handkerchief!” . . . the long cabin spy-glass was thrust . . . whereupon
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a human figure was plainly seen upon the inland rock, eagerly

waving towards us what seemed to be the handkerchief. (107)
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But no. I will not file this thing complete for scoffing souls to quote,
and call it firm proof upon their side. The half shall here remain
— 45 —

untold. Those two unnamed events which befell Hunilla on this isle,
let them abide between her and her God. In nature, as in law, it may

be libelous to speak some truths. (115)
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Some of the finest and most complex imagery in The Encantadas is to
be found in the story of Hunilla in Sketch Eight, imagery which
indicates how strongly Melville sympathized with this betrayed and
forgotten women throughout her long period of suffering and torture. .
. . The images of victimization and suffering are so pervasive in these
sketches that they indicate how deeply Melville saw suffering and
grief as aspects of life. . . . Perhaps the most tragic element of

suffering is its capriciousness. (Howington 74)
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When Hunilla—
Dire sight it is to see some silken beast long dally with a golden

repulse a sane despair with a hope which is but mad. Unwittingly I

sometimes dally with a human soul, and by a nameless magic make it
imp this cat-like thing, sporting with the heart of him who reads; for

if he feel not he reads in vain. (113)
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A few moments ere all was ready for our going, she reappeared
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among us. I looked into her eyes, but saw no tear. There was
something which seemed strangely haughty in her air, and yet it was
the air of woe. A Spanish and an Indian grief, which would not

visibly lament. (119)
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At last they in an Island did espy

A seemely woman, sitting by the shore,
That with great sorrow and sad agony
Seemed some great misfortune to deplore,

And loud to them for succour called evermore. (106)

a8y BAZ(Moses)= ©] Q1&o] ZR7|¢k= 2l A 7ol d(Guyon) =
&35t ot eA| oK Acrasia)e] W &olA glojof ghoial HTh(340). oF=E}
ol B S 7HAst 7tolde f53tal AdteE dHY olorlE € 9

A
L SAgo, et duirs olAAXe MBI A e PP
)

AANSHA B olo] £F9 o] At AR SF5dS Wile 7 WA
AAHE A E]E(Chatterton)] 24 7P of5,1) uwlxg9t Al HA A Alol A

d

= 184171 F=A19 €Ed F-E 2 (William Colling) 7} Al ~3joje] Ty
dy (Cymbeline)oll &< W7kE QA&skAT. Aldle “F& Aoz A4H= v
dof thsl 7o 2l 29} ofnlA Y 27} =g 3 (Sung by Guiderus and Arvigarus
over Fidele Supposed to Be Dead)zt= A o] AA|N, AA| S|4 =efof of
AR Hd, S FRAEA olBAL A il Aok Al o] AA=E B2F
Tt S5 tE fEE =YEAT, AAZE =9 o] A &t
A, A= AATE AL = oA sl Eojok gty 4
oAGA Holok st=AE A
Ao

1A Zehe Aot

o4 A9 A ANTE 5, 299 BIOE BobbAL S0 45
W AgEe]l 15 A3 EL FEHIE FoHE oloprlE Aol AEF]
G molT ARGA EAF W, o) URE BE W AR ¥

11) Ew 2> B E(Thomas Chatterton), Mynstrelles Song from Aella.

_49_



s, o

g 7=

g 8j7F 14

i

oju

)

Aalo] el

Fe kAR, A=

RS

o
=

)=
-

o) A%F A A

Zrol Holngth. AT FzEe n

Al W2 ZRA R 7]

A

™
H

oju

3}
=

o o8 Aol FAFT o

A A

ol

|

B PN
oA &0 =2eA d

2 Qslol
| w7

]

Bl 11

=
=

o ol 1

2=
T

o}
|

s

I

A

)

oju
0

o A ¢} mpz7A =

hos
=3

M

(Moses 341).

323 Azt B34, AL

A 1, oA Ao

il

=<l

EE

e o

e 2y o FAIR

|

T

r

3o B M

Sis

A 2#Qlo] o]l eyt EAFTh—o #3|A,

o Eol

7|t 12

S

&

=
Y
iy

)

|

3} w

H =

7] Aell) ARSZ

ofw 7ol =,

al

T A EHR AES0] oM (1

_50_



A= AT Hol AFste diEg ool AdEiyH 2= A
(antediluvian-looking) & A mhe] 9} wlXtH(76). 3tk Alde] &4

ahed

APTT WAoR Wa vk AREe IuRE ogA mhTm Fudz
@ Fol At fUSL RES ofxBES] Aol T Aol

For concerning the peculiar reptile inhabitant of these wilds— whose
presence gives the group its second Spanish name, Gallipagos—
concerning the tortoises found here, most mariners have long cherished
a superstition, not more frightful than grotesque. They earnestly
believe that all wicked sea-officers, more especially commodores and
captains, are at death (and, in some cases, before death) transformed
into tortoises; thenceforth dwelling upon these hot aridities, sole

solitary lords of Asphaltum. (73)
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These mystic creatures, suddenly translated by night from unutterable
solitudes to our peopled deck, affected me in a manner not easy to
unfold. They seemed newly crawled forth from beneath the
foundations of the world. Yea, they seemed the identical tortoises
whereon the Hindoo plants this total sphere. With a lantern I
inspected them more closely. Such worshipful venerableness of aspect!
Such furry greenness mantling the rude peelings and healing the

fissures of their shattered shells. (76-77)
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I then pictured these three straightforward monsters, century after
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century, writhing through the shades, grim as blacksmith; crawling so
slowly and ponderously, that not only did toad-stools and all fungus
things grow beneath their feet, but a sooty moss sprouted upon their
backs. With them I lost myself in volcanic mazes; brushed away
endless boughs of rotting thickets; till finally in a dream I found
myself sitting crosslegged upon the foremost, a Brahmin similarly
mounted upon either side, forming a tripod of foreheads which upheld

the universal cope. (78)

"2AA 1 oA SAkE dRiETzee) SEE AFE ool Ax Wb}
golox] e Holw, EF Qzto] 4 £ gl 2YS 1 5Ho= SUL A
Aetzol A b el M FEE ANolth ARe £ gu Au
ojul A2 IAT, Aletd MY, 53 AT FYET WHE (73S JE =



o= Aoz BAEG TER AL ZogulisEs tidEsts F=0lHA
A et ag grob2 QIZte] Aol " AN Aejau~E RS
S A7HA ¥ vtz 3ias Aol glo] B i, %
A=y doole S5 el voble EAScIth "ol AL ol 7=
A& T o= ¥ A E(Memento™*)7} A3l A ZTH'(74)3L s, S5
= A7NNAAY - Ak Abe B AAEE] Folof st 8 £
st ‘WWIE =2’ (memento mori)7} © &0} SFA|NF WL o] WUE &
g2} gokA @1, S5& dehie ‘2’9 AYE HYFoEA O YgrE
AAZNNA Gtk AT 1 Fo] BRI WHE o] HloQle ©olo) AErt
Fv 2719 ol "eiAla g5y A3 oln A& EXth

H| 2] (Beecher)&= “A&o] FU3| A= =o] HolXvt A5 PAH|AA = B+
47OnaL g Ao Folle Hee A7lstee = @ #:4 e ARAR, A
52 ol e AAEs FJe A A& HHFAE Xk 1S =13 AW
AddEol 2t ot &9 A wiE o] AR F 3 vHEle F2 dxdUE vEE A
=HAAAY RS Fen. 239 AL ARl opEm ohie] wES
ol &M Edighe Aoles WUt FxH st EFIIH78). oA
APl Y FAS = By ojyz}, "Rlo] FlZtEltt 2, oA T332 e
2 =9dtal e JAFY ZAE FAE o ARY T2 ‘ol
g WA, AR Wi EmE e B2 IEsHA FEd A Sads do
“(75)2L A, AES FHRolFEL W S EAE AT, 1 o AHA2As §

Neither should he, who cannot turn the tortoise from its natural
position so as to hide the darker and expose his livelier aspect, like a
great October pumpkin in the sun, for that cause declare the creature

to be one total inky blot. The tortoise is both black and bright. (76)

_53_



ol

A%g ARolA

E AFAAM B

o] ofug} ol

i

olty. &A= A

)

1+
)

oju
il
ol
ol
ol

T

bo

oy
B

ol

nld

ol

Fo gl Yoprty e ARZS

H] -+ 2 A
)=
-

-é-l_
a}

o X

3 Ao = ofA

X

& =

471 4

71% sHARE, ARe] 7]

3HA

2 AR

F3. oA =o

sl o}

&=

7

A

o

AL zHoZz2 2F

o
=

)=
=3

o] Fohe A

Ads

"2AR 2, oA A

A},

oju

bo

il

il

oy
o

il

)

B

o

i

=X

(1)
=

)
\I_r_
5

o

A==

o
-

oAA A=

=
=

<= e, e A o71A 7]

o}
|

o

_54_



2ARNA £AF AR e ARET WA Ux2e Bedot F
2@ A glol PAFE BAL e JALE AW AFA EH &
W] Fel—o FHelw TEHA, 2dA, In Ee) g w4

o whe] Ao o

In the culminating sketch, Melville describes the post offices and
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gravestones that dot the island landscape. These tame and civilized
structures pose a stark contrast to the monstrous tortoises that Melville
introduced in the first sketch. Post offices are, of course, a means of
written communication—a form of the ‘translation’ that Melville has
been articulating—and the gravestones of "runaways, castaways, and
solitaries" are Melville’s parting image of the Enchanted Islands.

(Blumenthal 223)
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