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Abstract

A Study on Expression and Meaning

of Active_exterior Envelope

Advised by Prof. Ahn, Woong—-Hee

Bae, Eul-Han

Dept. of Oceanic Architectural Engineering

The Graduate School, Korea Maritime University

This thesis was started by the wonder why exterior envelope of
building had been considered important and how it had affected
contemporary architecture. In order to answer this question, meaning,
vaule and examples of expression and category of active exterior

envelope which contains liquidity of movement and time was examined.

exterior envelope of contemporary architecture has made rapid
progress and passed the steps of analogue. Develpoment of tecnology
and change of material property causes visual ambiguity about cognition
of exterior envelope. Architects' sense of expression and intention of
how deeply make it sensible and how long make it rememberable is
shown on this change. exterior envelope is important because it is the

way to express identity of building and communicate with others.



exterior envelope of commercial Dbuilding visibly shows the
charicteristic of active_exterior envelope in terms of interaction between
architecture and modern city. Commercial builing communicates with
consumers by giving visual shock of geometric image change.
Commercial building, which complex medium and trend is reflected on,
also iconise and symbolise itself. This property of building produces
image of city and forms new landscape. Progress of technology leads
development of wurban centre and becomes tonic of city with its
decorational facts. active_exterior envelope, as a trend, presents
possibility of contemporary architecture through various key word.
Revitalizing exterior envelope reflects and delivers property of present
age so that it takes a roll as a representer of modern society.

exterior envelope design of autonomy and expressivity 1S constantly
attempted. It is not only study on decoration and form of exterior
envelope but also outer profundity which is out of spacial ambiguity or
continuity. It needs to be recognised that the active_exterior envelope
which i1s expressed on dontemporary city must not be fixed as a space
sense of indeterminate form and visual disorder but change to free and
flexible space. Appraisal of space which is constructed as a completed
volume contains ambiguity of boundary, expantion of space and
flexibility by recognising exterior envelope. It must be used for

communication over hiding structure.

This thesis, which was started from question of exterior envelope of
architecture, developed architectural stream in changing landscape of
city by analising various debates and examples. exterior envelope was

defined as communication with various medium and artistic expression in



this thesis. A type of exterior envelope 1s so changable by the way of
expression that it contains various possibilities. Therefore exterior
envelope becomes territory which contains architect's will to express
the beauty and react to development of design, technology, material and
constructional skill. In diversified and undefined modern city space,
expression of morphological diversity will be focused on and value of

its meaning and valuse will continue.

Keyword : Active_exterior Envelope, Digital Media, Icon, Communication,

Geometry, Materiality
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