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A Study on the Response Strategy for Effective
Control Enhancement of the Expanded Korea

Air Defense Identification Zone

by Jang, Young-Vae

Major in Maritime Security and Policy
Department of Naval Study

The Graduate School of Korea Maritime and Ocean University

Abstract

Air Defense Identification Zone(ADIZ) has been operated in about 28 countries
since the United States established it in 1950. To date international conflicts
over ADIZ have yet been found between the nations. This is because the
zone does not encroach upon the mutual consent by the interested
countries and the legitimacy has not been defined by the International Laws.
However, the possibilities of accidental and unintended military conflicts
in the air exist as shown in the maritime conflicts between some countries
over territorial demarcation lines, which define zones for natural resources
and fisheries, This indicate its ambiguous nature of delineation both in the

air and the sea, unlike in the land.

Meanwhile, People's Republic of China(PRC) unilaterally declared its own
ADIZ in November 23, 2013, increasing the possibility of severe conflicts
both in the air and the sea of Northeast Asia. The abrupt declaration was
made possible because of its rapidly growing economy and subsequent
development of the People's Liberation Army(PLA). China's recent behavior
1s due to its objectives to seize the initiatives in territorial dispute over Senkaku
Islands(Diaoyu in Chinese, Diaowitai in Taiwanese) and to display its escalated

status quo in Northeast Asia, while seeking hegemony in the region.
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In the wake of Chinese unilateral declaration, the Republic of Korea
duly responded by including Hongdo and Marado area into the ADIZ, which
was excluded in the previous plan. However, a new plan is expected to
cause further trilateral conflicts between South Korea, China and Japan
as the plan covers not only leodo Island, where South Korea and China
claim territorial rights, but also the Senkaku Islands where Japan and
China have disputes In addition to Japan Air Defense Identification Zone
(JADIZ), it is expected to result in more collisions in military as well
as diplomacy among the three nations as the zones becomes overlapping

one another.

Furthermore, KADIZ is a very critical element in our national security
environment, especially since we are the only divided nation in the
world and stand against North Korea. Moreover, the operation of the ADIZ
prevents unnecessary conflicts with neighboring countries such as Japan,
China and Russia. Considering these aspects, we need to reinforce an
effective control over the expanded KADIZ and proactively maintain and

strengthen the jurisdiction over troubled territory.

However, the response by the Republic of Korea to ongoing challenges
surrounding KADIZ has been considered passive as shown in 2009 when
finished its touches in the legal system for KADIZ, which indicated the
armed forces' tendencies to prioritize current operations over others. In addition,
it not only lacks legal basis in International laws but also has few related
research institutions and experts to develop the system. Also, since the
KADIZ was established by the U.S. Air Force in 1951 and has been
operated by our armed forces so far, as stipulated in the operation procedure,
the scope of reinforcement and the means of development of the system
have been greatly limited. Therefore, the need to discuss the way to
overcome its limitations and to find an effective way to control KADIZ

has been on the rise.

To achieve the objectives of this research, we have reviewed the academic
papers and listened to advice of the experts. In addition, multiple resources
have also been referenced such as research papers both from home and

abroad, periodicals from major research institute, media coverage, academic
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magazines and online search data to identify the concept and the current
status of the ADIZ of neighboring countries. Moreover, the paper also
aims to study the legal background and the strategies behind Chinese
unilateral declaration of the zone, identifying the surrounding countries'
response and its status quo in terms of the International laws. The research
entails an analysis of the expanded KADIZ, which results in the three
proposals : a plan for the efficient management of the KADIZ, a plan to tackle
the obstacales in terms of domestic laws, and an expansion plan for the

KADIZ to increase national maritime interest.

the response strategy for effective control enhancement of the expanded

KADIZ as a the focus of this thesis are as listed below :

First, we need to build up a new master plan for an efficient management
of the expanded KADIZ. the ADIZ is a buffer zone to effectively defend
the air space of the nation based on aircraft operational features, which
1s the essential to national defense. In this regard, the response exerted
by South Korean government against Chinese unilateral decision is deemed
as an attent to loosen the long prevalent constraints. However, the
overlapping of ADIZ among three nations including the Republic of Korea,
China and Japan presages accidental military clashes, posing a grave threat
to the peace of Northeast Asia. Therefore, zone readjustment through
diplomatic efforts should be made to reinforce its extended validity and an
agreement should be followed immediately in order to prevent contingent
situations and gaurantee safe aircraft operations. In addition, we ought to
seek a way to strengthen jurisdiction over expanded KADIZ within the
Incheon FIR. The restoration of air control right of A—593 air route and
setting up a training area off the Southern part of Jeju Island are
recommended. Furthermore, diplomatic and military efforts should be
concentrated to secure the west demarcation line of ADIZ in case of

another abrupt decision made by the Chinese government.

Second, deficient components on national decree surrounding KADIZ
need to be revised and complemented. We need to take initiative on leading
discussion on enacting international law regarding the ADIZ in international
society. Arrangement on national decree regarding KADIZ, such as what

are problems about decree regarding our ADIZ and what needs to be
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complemented, need to be carried out successively. Also, how ADIZ is
operated and what kind of measures are taken when it is violated need
to be declared in a general law. In that sense, arrangement between

aviation law and military as well as conciliation on coverage is needed.

Third, in the long-term, KADIZ need to be extended to include military
operation capability and the maritime jurisdiction area where maritime
sovereignty and jurisdiction reach. Maritime jurisdiction area, where maritime
sovereignty and jurisdiction reach, includes maritime area such as maritime
territory, contact sea area, Exclusive Economic Zone(EEZ) and continental

shelf.

Similar to how JADIZ and China Aerial Defense Identification Zone(CADIZ)
do not correspond with each country's exclusive economic zone or continental
shelf boundaries, the operation area of Korea's current naval and aerial
aviation force, KADIZ does not include aerial territory of maritime
jurisdiction area. Therefore, sustained operation for maritime interest
protection of naval and aerial aviation force in the maritime jurisdiction
area. Also, immediate and efficient operation response of the aviation force
in case of maritime conflict by a potential threat is not secured, thus
leaving Korea vulnerable in the international security environment. In
other words, should maritime conflict/dispute with surrounding countries
occur, horizontally, naval and aerial aviation force's areas of activity must
be demarcated as operation areas to secure maritime interest. vertically,
its area of operation in the air must also be secured to ensure advantageous
international security environment and condition. Therefore, to secure South
Korea's maritime interest, the military operation area of maritime jurisdiction
area's aerial parameter and naval and aerial aviations force, as affected

by maritime sovereignty and jurisdiction, should correspond with KADIZ.

Therefore, the result of this research is likely to contribute to establishing
nationwide strategy and policy to defend jurisdiction over water around
leodo Island and strengthen effective control over KADIZ which has been

expanded by the recent rapid change of circumstances in northeast Asia.
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However, since most of the data is restricted due to security of military
materials, it was difficult to include them in the results. Although this
research used as much nonconfidential military material and recent data
such as essays, publications, news reports as possible, it has limitation
in term of in-depth conclusion. Also, due to lack of recently published
research papers, there has not been enough updated data. Conducting
broad research of countermeasures for effective control over expanded
KADIZ has prevented this research from being thorough and detailed.
Therefore, future research must establish legal grounds about KADIZ and
validate a plan of maritime interest linked with expansion of KADIZ
Furthermore, there is also a need for research on cooperative measures
for the control of international waters with neighboring countries, taking

into account South Korea's boundaries of battleground.
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