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A Study on the Marine Novel of
Sanbao’ s Expedition to the Western Ocean

YIN, ZHENGHUA

Department of Oceanic Cultural Content Convergence

Graduate School of Korea Maritime and Ocean University

Abstract

At the end of the Ming dynasty, the theme of The Three Treasures of
the Western World(hereinafter referred to as The lWestern Memory) was
created with the complexity of the story of Zheng He. Historically,
Zheng He was a notorious significant diplomat and navigator. During
the period of Yongle, Zheng He practically led a large number of
fleets, nearly 30,000 people, and went to more than 30 western
countries for a visit. However in the novel, it described that Zheng
He visited more than 40 countries with the help of Jin Bifeng and
Zhang Tianshi.

From the previous results of research, it is the most common
identity of views to regard The Western Memoryas the category of the
magic novel. Definitely, many researchers also have studied The
Western Memoryfrom its syntactic structures. While in the recent

research, the novelistic genre of ocean consciousness and ocean



experience that embodied in this novel has emerged.

This dissertation is unlikely 1in accordance with the previous
research, obviously it is ingeniously classified The Western Memoryas
the genre of marine novel. Therefore, the clue of "maritime" 1is
clearly extracted from this novel. In one word, the features of
maritime are mentioned here the tremendous nature and property of
ocean, 1included the characters of communication, adventure and
aesthetics. The author of this dissertation is not only in line
accordance with the four characteristics as the basic framework, but
also excavate in the adventure background of this novel and the
intensively consideration of western society, including casting of
vessels, preparation of the tribute, and navigation experience of
ocean, and other related marine contents. Through such a process, it
can be proved that The Western Memory would be placed in the category
of marine novels.

It is not difficult to find that the author of The Western
Memoryactively divides the western countries into the reality
countries and the imaginary space. In the novel, Zheng He"s fleet on
the one hand sails through the real world; on the other hand, he
toughly wages a harsh but long fight in unreal space. Continually, the
author evidently describes the absurd warlike scenes between gods and
devils in the imaginary space. It can be found that The Western Memory
not only embodies in the category of the novels of gods and spirits,
but also possesses the characteristics of the fiction and illusory.
This dissertation would further study and explore whether i1t can be

feasibly classified with the marine novelistic features.

KEY WORDS: The Three Treasures of the Western World, Zheng He,

Marine Fiction, Maritime, Western.
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