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A Study on the Navigation Rules in a Narrow Channel

Jang, Sung-Chul

Department of Maritime Law and Policy
Graduate School of Korea Maritime and Ocean University

Abstract

The provisions under Rule 9 (Narrow Channels) of COLREGs (1972)
provide two different sets of regulation in terms of language and form
about the crossing of a narrow channel or fairway. Rule 9.d imposes

“NO CROSSING” in general, spelling out that “A vessel shall not
cross a narrow channel or fairway 1f such crossing impedes the passage
of a vessel which can safely navigate only within such channel or
fairway.” On the other hand, Rule 9.b and Rule 9.c impose “NO
IMPEDING of PASSAGE” on fishing vessels and smaller vessels under the

same circumstances.

However, there is yet to be a research or study on this difference.
Hence, this thesis firstly, proposes the need to differentiate “NO
CROSSING” from “NO IMPEDING of PASSAGE” , and secondly, discusses the
details of “NO CROSSING” and the consequential liabilities of
violating it, in comparison with those of “NO IMPEDING of PASSAGE” .

Unlike “NO IMPEDING of PASSAGE” , “NO CROSSING” is a prohibition
requiring never intending to cross at all in case where the crossing is

any likely to impede the passage of a vessel which can safely navigate
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only within a narrow channel or fairway. A violation of this would be
determined to be a major breach of due diligence or sometimes even a
willful misconduct against the prohibition and thus, it 1s fair to

impose a significant penalty against the violator.

In addition, this thesis presents the rationale behind two
conflicting views on whether general navigation rules are also
applicable to the situation where the rules for narrow channels or
fairways govern. It goes without saying that the applicability should
be determined by each provision, not by the whole body of the rules.
This thesis reviews the applicability and the reason of it by each

provision, and derives the implication of the review.
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proceeding along the course of a narrow channel or fairway shall keep as

near to the outer limit of the channel or fairway which lies on her star

board side as is safe and practicable.1D” 2}31
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COLREG A9Z (OF2 FL FRoA o2 FAst= Auted dlstd
b3 FHE a7sta el 1 HES B “(0) A vessel engaged in

fishing shall not impede the passage of any other vessel navigating within
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COLREG A9= (&2 F& T2F Jdst= 490 diste 5EHI 7AHS
T3 Je=nk I W8S B “(d A vessel shall not cross a narrow channel
or fairway if such crossing impedes the passage of a vessel which can s
afely navigate only within such channel or fairway. The latter vessel may
use the sound signal prescribed in Rule 34(d17 if in doubt as to the intention

of the crossing vessel.” ®)2kal A3} St}

17) COLREG Rule 34 (d) When vessels in sight of one another are approaching each
other and from any cause either vessel fails to understand the intentions or actions
of the other, or is in doubt whether sufficient action is being taken by the other
to avoid collision, the vessel in doubt shall immediately indicate such doubt by giving
at least five short and rapid blasts on the whistle. Such signal may be supplemented
by a light signal of at least five short and rapid flashes.
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oA Fdate A A9A TEA stHoF st=A o st 27 E U
TASE d=n, I WES ®d “(e) () In a narrow channel or fairway
when overtaking can take place only if the vessel to be overtaken has to
take action to permit safe passing, the vessel intending to overtake shall
indicate her inten-tion by sounding the appropriate signal prescribed in

Rule 34(c)@)19. The vessel to be overtaken shall, if in agreement, sound the
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appropriate signal prescribed in Rule 34(c)(ii) and take steps to permit safe
passing. If in doubt she may sound the signals prescribed in Rule 34(d).”
Zt= A3 “@) This Rule does not relieve the overtaking vessel of her obli-
gation under Rule 13.” 202}= #FAES Fi Uth

ghA, AP A67= A|53-2 COLREG A9= @& 28 & MY &4
e T el 1 AAS AdEE ‘O ATIEA2Y P AR g
FEACBEANS F2 FERSIAA FLIsts Ado] FdAdE A3
SHAZI7] A TS FASHA oidstd FHEE & fle deole 714
AT E st FLsAt= JAE UERfoEF @4 o] Af Fd9Tste
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XA A7 AR TS Fsto]oF o g A olH

19) COLREG Rule 34 (c) When in sight of one another in a narrow channel or fairway:
(@ a vessel intending to overtake another shall in complicance with Rule 9(e) @)
indicate her intention by the following signals on her whistle :
- two prolonged blasts followed by one short blast to mean I intend to overtake
you on your starboard side’ ;
- two prolonged blasts followed by two short blasts to mean I intend to overtake
you on your port side’ ;
(i) the vessel about to be overtaken when acting in accordance with Rule 9(e)( i)
shall indicate her agreement by the following signal on her whistle:
- one prolonged, one short, one prolonged and one short blast, in that order.
[(© Aol F2 2 == =2 oA AR Aok Yo A= BFolle=
O o A FYstaz st A2, A9z @©F Oz Ao watA 714&
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(i) o] == FHst= AdtolAl A3z FAstE oFF HAlss AL ol
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COLREG A9z DI F& T FTIANE & FEolY A&l Ae
Aoll= ofGA st of st=Aol tetd A ded, T AAHE
B “(f) A vessel nearing a bend or an area of a narrow channel or
fairway where other vessels may be obscured by an intervening obstruction
shall navigate with particular alertness and caution and shall sound the
appropriate signal prescribed in Rule 34(e).” 2329g}31 #4435t At}

T, siAREAY A67x A6FE mIIA R (® AdHe] F2 =
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24) COLREG Rule 34(e) A vessel nearing a bend or an area of a channel or fairway

where other vessels may be obscured by an intervening obstruction shall sound one
prolonged blast. Such signal shall be answered with a prolonged blast by any appr
oaching vessel that may be within hearing around the bend or behind the interve
ning obstruction.
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circumstances of the case admit, avoid anchoring in a narrow channel.” 25
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28)

A0d, ‘FEEe oAt AE i JAo ek B4 [3h=3akelEs| A ] A
254 Xﬂllz gh=-3al 3 Rkst5](2001), 9%

COLREG A|8% ()& () A vessel which, by any of these Rules, is required not to
impede the passage or safe passage of another vessel shall, when required by the
circumstances of the case, take early action to allow sufficient sea room for the
safe passage of the other vessel.

[o] 7#2¢] o= Aol o3t & Aute F3 Ee= AT T332 WelstA
ol st=s a79 vt T gAY Aol a7EnH, & Aubo] A
Y 7 A= T W F9S 383h] S5k ““‘E] 4 Fstoof jitt]
(i) A vessel required not to impede the passage or safe passage of another vessel
is not relieved of this obligation if approaching the other vessel so as to involve
risk of collision and shall, when taking action, have full regard to the action which
may be required by the Rules of this part.
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3D ARHA A3F] v} e FE W82 o 2ok [When a vessel is required
not to impede the passage of another vessel, such vessel shall so far as practical
navigate in such a way as to avoid the development of risk of collision. If, howe
-ver, a situation has developed so as to involve risk of collision, the relevant
Steering and Sailing Rules shall be complied with. ]
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35) COLREG #18% (& (i) A vessel the passage of which is not to be impeded re-
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