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A Study on The Response Against The

Emergence of Chinese Naval Capabilities

by Oh, Hyoen Seok

Major in Maritime Security and Policy
Department of Naval Study
The Graduate School of Korea Maritime and Ocean

University

Abstract

China 1s awakening. It has recovered its past glory as
"Jungwon(The Center of a field or County)’ and emerged as a
superpower with the United States, it is heading towards the sea, not
just on the continent. So how should the nearest Korea respond? It is
time to prepare for the expansion of the maritime power based on the

rise of China, especially naval power.

China has experienced an average growth rate of 9.7% for about 30
years since its reform and opening in 1978, As of 2018, it has grown
by 6.9%, exceeding the previous year’'s average in five years since
2010, in 2017, China’s GDP reached $ 827 billion, making it the
world’s second-largest economy after the United States. The 21st

century is the period when the military rise is noticed after the
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economic rise of China, the modernization of Chinese military power
based on the defense budget has raised concerns not only in the
United States but also in neighboring countries in terms of size and
speed, in particular, we need to pay attention to increasing the impact

on the ocean and enhancing naval power.

What is the situation in East Asia in the 21st century, where China
is emerging as a military force. The situation compared with the
country and the movement of China are noteworthy. In the era of
globalization since the end of the Cold War, the world is entering a
world without borders, but in East Asia, the accelerated new Cold
War regime of arms race is accelerating, in particular, conflicts
between nations centered on the ocean have not shown any sign of
resolution. At the end of the Cold War, the United States, the only
superpower, is continuing its policy of maintaining and strengthening
its hegemony, China, which is opening the G2 era based on economic
growth, is pursuing a policy to check U.S. hegemony and transform

international order into a multi—polar system.

Russia is also emerging as another powerful country to rebuild its
economic and military power after the collapse of the Soviet Union,
Japan 1s also trying to strengthen the ability of the Self-Defense
Forces to become an ordinary country. As such, conflict exists in

promoting different security policies in Northeast Asia.

In this scale of invisible power in the surrounding powers of the
Korean Peninsula, China’s movement is most remarkable. China’s
Defense Ministry released the ‘China Defense White Paper in 2015
Unlike the previous name for ‘diversifying Chinese armed forces’. In

the 2015 China Defense White Paper, the Chinese military built a

_Vi_
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strong military force that matched the new form, emphasized
accelerating the modernization of national defense and military forces
by implementing "polar defense strategies.” In addition, the president’s
right of government and the protection of national security and
territorial integrity are top priorities. With light but also the dominium
conflict with a country of the South China Sea, including Vietnam, the
Philippines, Japan strongly shows the hostile and also criticism about
the Diaoyu Islands and other issues. This indicates China’s military
will to respond firmly to territorial disputes in the East and South
China Seas, both in terms of sovereignty and territory, and to present

a threatening attitude toward its counterpart.

To that end, China is focusing on expanding its military capabilities
in the East and South China Sea, with its military strategy focused on
the "A2/AD’ strategy that denies access to the U.S. following the 'win
war under advanced weapons’, this aggressive military strategy of
China is seen as a major threat to East Asia. This trend in China is
not unique to neighboring countries. China’s diversification of its
armed capabilities in terms of sovereignty and territorial defense
means it could have an impact on the Korean Peninsula in connection

with the maritime territorial dispute.

If China exerts its influence in conjunction with the territorial
claims of the South China Sea, such as control of navigation in the
waters, it will seriously disrupt Korea’'s maritime international and
economic activities and exchanges with Southeast Asian countries,
direct friction with China will also be inevitable if China causes a

challenging dispute over its jurisdiction and over Korea over the EEZ.

So how should Korea respond to the rapidly changing international

= Vil -
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situation, especially in the bilateral confrontation between the U.S. and
China, and in the movement to strengthen China’s military and naval

forces?

There have been some changes in recent years, but Korea is under
the influence of the U.S., China, Japan and Russia in Northeast Asia
under the threat of North Korea, under this structure, we should build
a peace regime on the Korean Peninsula through the promotion of
diplomatic and military relations with the U.S., a traditional ally of the
U.S., and China. Therefore, we should pay attention to responses by
strengthening multilateral security cooperation, strengthening the
ROK-U.S. combined defense posture, and finally strengthening the

naval forces.

The threat of China’s military rise and naval buildup has become a
reality, and it will be even bigger in the future. Therefore, it is time

for thorough analysis, preparation and flexible response.

- viii -
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33) LSS, 2011. The Military Balance 2011, pp.197~198.
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