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The Maritime Disaster Management System and the
Role of the ROK Navy

Kim Kwang-Bo

Major in Maritime Security and Policy
Department of Naval Study
Graduate School of Maritime Industrial Studies

Korea Maritime and Ocean University

Abstract

Recent maritime disasters in Korea have disclosed a number of
problems in the management of maritime disaster. In particular, the
sinking of the ferry Sewol in 2014 aggravated the public’s anxiety over
the maritime disaster when people observed insufficient initial response
to the accident, moral hazard of the captain, and chaos of rescue
organizations

The purpose of this paper is to derive the ROK Navy(ROKN)'s role
and development methods in the maritime disaster management system
for the ROKN, which has played an important role in maritime

disasters.

viii
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In the composition of the thesis, the introduction of Chapter 1 sets
the background, purpose, methods and scope of the study, and Chapter
2 theoretically considers the concept and characteristics of disasters and
the maritime disasters. The concept and the purpose of disaster
management are also considered in Chapter 2. Chapter 3 reviews the
foreign maritime disaster management system, the role of the ROKN in
maritime disaster management, and the rescue history of the ROKN. In
the paper, it mainly studies foreign maritime disaster management
systems of the United States, the United Kingdom and Japan. The
maritime disaster management system of Germany, France, Switzerland
and other countries are also studied to find out the military role in the
maritime disaster management in the papaer. Chapter 4 examines the
ROKN’s role in the maritime disaster management system. Also, the
chapter studies a legal ground for military support for disasters and the
role of the military in accordance with the National Emergency
Management Decree. Besides, the paper examines the role and the
status of the ROKN in the management of maritime disasters in Korea,
and studies the role of the ROKN in four martime disaster cases,
including the sinking of the ferry in the West Sea of Korea.

Based on the studies from Chapter 2 to Chapter 4, Chapter 5 reviews
the role of the ROKN in maritime disaster management and
development plan for the ROKN’s maritime disaster management
system.

This Paper also examines the problems in the maritime disaster
management system such as confusions in the command system,
miscommunications between rescue agencies, a lack of integrated

manual and personnel, and insufficient integrated education and training.
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The paper confirms that the ROKN should strengthen maritime
disaster manangement capability by analysing maritime disaster cases,
the military role in foreign disaster management systems, the ROKN
role in the military disaster management and maritime disaster
management system, and the ROKN'’s capability in the current trends.

This studies suggests the establishment of the role of the ROKN and
the development schemes for systematic improvements in the maritime
management system.

The four schemes are suggested in the paper. First, the role of the
ROKN in institutional aspects should be clarified. Second, the commnad
line, in time of a maritime disaster, between the ROKN and the
Maritime Police of Korea should be improved. Third, high skilled
manpower should be fostered to strengthen the capability to deal with
maritime disaster. Fourth, the integrated education and training system
should be fully prepared.

This paper is meaningful as to suggest the role of the ROKN in
maritime disaster management system and the development schemes by
examining a need for bolstering the ROKN’s capability in maritime
disaster management and the problems in current maritime disaster

management.
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