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The Secondary Education System of the Federal Republic of
Germany

Chin-Sung Dury Chung
Abstract

This paper makes use of the variation in Secondary sector- organisation and
structure in german education compared to the Korean secondary educational
system.

The basic law in Germany gives people the right to self-fulfillment and the right
to choose their occupation or profession, place of work, study or training according
to their individual abilities. That is, every student can choose which school to
attend (if she or he is fit to attend.) In Germany school attendance is compulsory
for children of ages 7 to 18. At least nine years of this period they must attend a
full-time school and then they choose either to continue the full-time schooling
(Gymnasium) or attend a vocational school (Berufschule) parttime.

Secondary education, the third level of education, is divided into two levels:
junior secondary education (also called intermediate secondary education) and senior
secondary education. Upon completion of the Grundschule, students between the
ages of ten and sixteen attend one of the following types of secondary schools: the
Hauptschule, the Realschule, the Gymnasium, the Gesamtschule, or the
Sonderschule (for children with special educational needs). Students who complete
this level of education receive an intermediate school certificate. Adults who attend
two years of classes in evening schools can also earn these intermediate school
certificates, which permit further study.
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Junior secondary education starts with two years (grades five and six) of
orientation courses during which students explore a variety of educational career
paths open to them. The courses are designed to provide more time for the student
and parents to decide upon appropriate subsequent education.

The variety of educational programs, tracks, and opportunities available to
students increases at the senior secondary level. The largest single student group
attends the senior level of the Gymnasium, the Gymnasiale Oberstufe. This level
includes the traditional academically oriented Gymnasium, the vocational
Gymnasium, the occupation-specific Fachgymnasium, and the Gesamtschule.

Almost all elementary and secondary schools and about 95 percent of higher
education institutions are public.

In theory, students are able to choose the type of education they want and are
given access to their preferred occupation or profession. The goal of educational
policy is therefore to provide each student with opportunities to grow personally,
professionally, and as a student in accordance with his or her abilities and
preferences. The Linder are to provide equal educational opportunities and quality
education for all through a variety of educational institutions.
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