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Korea Maritime University
Abstract

A pilot 1s a maritime manager who is responsible for guiding ships
through a harbor in an efficient and safe manner. Every pilot, being in a
professional and public position, is required to possess strong physical
strength and professional knowledge on navigation. These unique
characteristics have made each country enact separate laws governing
pilotage which reflect its own situations and stipulate regulations
regarding pilotage. Korea has also revised related acts over 11 times,
which are in effect to date. Despited the revisions, however, various
environmental changes require the Korean pilotage system to be improved to
a considerable extent.

First, from an international perspective, the active reinforcement of
maritime safety and environment control initiated by international
organizations led by advanced countries has provided a chance to newly
focus on the role of pilots. In addition, the environmental changes in
Korea have pressed the serious necessity to improve the act of pilot in
reality. Once case in point 1s the environmental change of pilotage
caused by what-is-called regulatory reforms. In consequence, in light of
such environmental changes, both international and domestic, this study

aims at grasping the problems created by the Korean pilotage system. The



major object of this study to find groundbreaking approaches to improve
the Korean pilotage system including supply-and-demand plans for pilots
who will conform to new environmental change and to revise related acts.

Followings are what was achieved by this study. The nature of a pilot
is not only to guide ships safely but also to protect a harbor and its
environment. Therefore, it is very consequential to elevate and maintain
the qualities of pilots in parallel with the change of ships in order to
accommodate such safety.

On the other hand, in Korea's case, in regard to the responsibility of
a pilot, the discretionary authority of a pilot and the relevant
characteristics are not taken into consideration in the decisions on
maritime accidents as the cases are dealt with in the same ways as in
criminal and civil accidents. However, in the cases of advanced countries
1n marine transportation, criminal and civil responsibility i1s decided
depending on the gravity of such responsibility after administrative
adjudication. This leads the responsibility of a pilot to be excluded
with the positive reflection of experts on the case. Consequently, to keep
pace with such global trends and to heighten the efficiency of pilotage
and the international competitiveness in marine transportation, it 1S
necessary to review a legal system which will not make pilots held liable
for extremely heavy criminal and civil responsibility.

The operational system of pilotage has both public interests and public
service to promote the transportation safety of ships and the efficiency
of harbor management. Additionally, what 1s dealt with in this study is a
very sensitive issue in which the interests of ship owners and those of
pilots conflict with each other. It was critically difficult to raise
such issue because both of them have an organization a number of members
belong to. However, this issue should not be reflected in the
governmental policies improperly as it is of the great interest to mates,
particularly to masters.

The operational system of pilotage is a very significant and exacting
agenda as it 1involves safety and environment as well as 1its public

service, public interests, expertise, global interests, and security which
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it has in itself. For these reasons, this issue should not be dealt with
only from the perspective of the mutual interest relationships between
ship owners and pilots. However much time it may take, all parties
involved should come up with stable measures with the opinions of experts

who have close relations with maritime transportation, harbors and

pilotage.
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master is, and remains, in command, he is the authority aboard. He may, and does,

delegate part of his authority to subordinates and to outside assistants whom he

authority, but one way of exercising authority .......

employs to navigate his ship - i.e.,
26) 84, oko] 4, 854%.
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a danger to the safety of navigation or to the environment. Any such refusal, together

49) IMO, A23/Res. A.960, 2003.12.05, Annex 2, Title 8 "Refusal of pilotage services:
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with the reason, should be immediately reported to the appropriate authority for action
as appropriate",
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