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Abstract

Communication to Overcome the Social Repression

in Mrs. PDallow ay

Lee, Min Young
Department of English Language and Literature

Graduate School of Korea Maritime University

This paper aims to study how the English people are repressed by
the social system of the 20th century in England, and further how
the repression i1s overcome by the main characters in Virginia
Woolf’s novel, Mrs. Dalloway

England in 1923 is ruled by a ruling class in ruins at home, while
being collapsed abroad by the Indian and Irish independent movement.
It i1s difficult for the ruling class to accept these changes, so it
creates a new set of values, asceticism, to restrain and to standardize
personal feelings. These powerful influences and ideology ignores the
individual’s rights. Not only Clarissa but also people in this situation
have some misgivings and feel lonely, also they become isolated
individuals living without communications and confidence

On the other hand, Septimus knows social repression at first hand
and he wanders in it as a psychopath. He cannot tolerate social
repression, so he breaks off relations with the society. Finally he kills

himself because of the solitude and the fear of his own mental



collapse. In this part we can understand that the social repression is
very dangerous and fatal and can drive a person to death. However,
for Septimus, this suicide i1s a way of communication with the
society, and Septimus’ choice is not disturbed in his own mental field

During the party Clarissa experiences the death indirectly through
her double, Septimus. She acknowledges that she also is disturbed by
social repression and because of that she feels solitude, impotency,
and fear of unknown thing, and she acknowledges that extreme
solitude in social repression devastates life, so she tries to create
better human relations to bring about a wealthy life. For this
purpose, she presents the party as a place where good human
relations are made and she wants to recover solitude by
communications with a sincere mind and heart.

Woolf suggests to recover good human relations as an effective
alternative to face against the authority of the social system, and
chooses the party as a way to cultivate desirable relationships. Before
making good relations, we have to establish our identity first. A true
mind, confidence, and of course, preserving the privacy of the soul

can be helpful to create good human relationships.
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The motor car with its blinds drawn and air of inscrutable reserve
proceeded towards Piccadilly, still gazed at, still ruffling the faces on
both sides of the street, with the same dark breath of veneration

whether for Queen, Prince, or Prime Minister nobody knew. (23)
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Then came the most exquisite moment of her whole life passing a
stone urn with flowers in it. Sally stopped; picked a flower; kissed
her on the lips. The whole world might have turned upside down!
The others disappeared; there she was alone with Sally. And she
felt that she had been given a present, wrapped up, and told just
to keep it, not to look at it - a diamond, something infinitely
precious, wrapped up, which, as they walked (up and down, up and
down), she uncovered, or the radiance burnt through, the revelation,

the religious feeling! (87)
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It had been his undoing

in privacy one may do as one
in Anglo-Indian society,

chooses. One might weep if no one saw.

It i1s the privilege of loneliness;
right time, or laughing either.(242)
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While she implored him, half laughing of course, to carry off
Clarissa, to save her from the Hughs and the Dalloways and all the
other 'perfect gentlemen’ who would ’stifle her soul’, make a mere

hostess of her, encourage her worldliness. (138-139)
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And there is a dignity in people; a solitude; even between husband
and wife a gulf; and that one must respect, thought Clarissa,
watching him open the door; for one would not part with it oneself,
or take it, against his will, from one’s husband, without losing one’s

independence, one's self-respect-—something, after all, priceless.

(200)
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For of course it was that afternoon, that very afternoon, that
Dalloway had come over; and Clarissa called him "Wickham”; that
was the beginning of it all Somebody had brought him over; and
Clarissa got his name wrong. She introduced him to everybody as

Wickham. At last he said "My name is Dalloway!”(120)
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The two primary ones, of course, are "Clarissa” and "Mrs.
Dalloway,” with each proper name signifying a different cluster of
the various and incompatible "parts” that constitute her "own” or
"proper” self -under the rubric "Clarissa,” for example, her memories
of Bourton, her relationship with Peter Walsh, her sexual fascination
with other women, and so on; under "Mrs. Dalloway”her marriage
to Richard, her daughter Elizabeth, her role as hostess, and so on.

(70)
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She had the oddest sense of being herself invisible; unseen;
unknown; there being no more marrying, no more having of children
now, but only this astonishing and rather solemn progress with the
rest of them, up Bond street, this being Mrs. Dalloway;, not even

Clarissa anymore; this being Mrs. Richard Dalloway.(52)
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Somehow in the streets of London, on the ebb and flow of things,
here, there, she survived, Peter survived, lived in each other, she
being part, she was positive, of the trees at home: of the house
there, ugly, rambling all to bits and pieces as it was: part of people
she had never met: being laid out like a mist between the people she
knew best, who lifted her on their branches as she had seen the tree

a lift the mist, but it spread ever so far, her life, herself. (50)
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But himself remained high on his rock, like a drowned sailor on a
rock. I leant over the edge of the boat and fell down, he thought. I
went under the sea. I have been dead, and yet am now alive, but let

me rest still: he begged (129)
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He had killed himself - but how? Always her body went through it

first, when she was told, suddenly, of an accident; her dress flamed

her body burnt. He had thrown himself from a window. Up had

bruising, went the

blundering,

through him,

flashed the ground,



rustly spikes. There he lay with a thud, thud, thud in his brain, and

then a suffocation of blackness.(287)
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They would grow old. A thing there was that mattered; a thing,
wreathed about with chatter, defaced, obscured in her own life, ley
drop every day in corruption, lies, chatter. This he had preserved.
Death was defiance. Death was an attempt to communicate, people
feeling the impossibility of reaching the centre which, mystically,
evaded them; closeness drew apart; rapture faded; one was alone.

There was an embrace in death.(287-288)
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The young man had Kkilled himself; but she did not pity him; with
the clock striking the hour, one, two, three, she did not pity him,
with all this going on. There! the old lady had put out her light! the
whole house was dark now with this going on, she repeated, and the
word came to her. Fear no more the heat of the sun. She must go
back to them. But what an extraordinary night! She felt somehow
very like him-the young man who had killed himself. She felt glad
that he had done it; throw it away. The clock was striking. The
leaden circles dissolved in the air. He made her feel the beauty;

made her feel the fun.(290)
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How many million times she had seen her face, and always with
the same imperceptible contraction! She pursed her lips when she
looked in the glass. It was to give her face point. That was her
self-pointed; dart-like; definite. That was her self when some effort,
some call on her to be her self, drew the parts together, she alone
knew how different, how incompatible and composed so for the
world only into one centre, one diamond, one woman who sat in her
drawing-room and made a meeting-point, a radiancy no doubt in
some dull lives, a refuge for the lonely to come to, perhaps; she had
helped young people, who were grateful to her; had tried to be the
same always, never showing a sign of all the other sides of all -
faults, jealousies, vanities, suspicions, like this of Lady Brunton not
asking her to lunch; which she thought (combing her hair finally), is
utterly base! (88-89)
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She....but felt herself a stake driven in at the top of her stairs.
Every time she gave a party she had this feeling of being
something not herself , and that every one was unreal in one way,

much more real in another.(269)
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Indeed, Clarissa felt, the Prime Minister had been good to come.
And walking down the room with him, with Sally there and Peter
there and Richard very pleased, with all those people rather inclined,

perhaps, to envy, she had felt that intoxication of the moment, that



dilatation of the nerves of the heart itself till it seemed to quiver,
steeped, upright;-yes, but after all it was what other people felt,
that; for, though she loved it and felt it tingle and sting, still these
semblances, these triumphs (dear old Peter, for example, thinking
her so brilliant), had a hollowness; at arm’s length they were, not
in the heart; and it might be that she was growing old, but they
satisfied her no longer as they used.(273-274)
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In Virginia Woolf's Mrs. Dalloway we see the heroine searching for
means of communication with others: the novel is dominated by her
intention of giving a party that evening, and it is at the party that
the climax occurs. Parties bring people together; yet the unity they
impose 1s superficial and in a profound sense we are lonelier than

ever in a crowd. (9)
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And she began to go with Miss Pym from jar to jar, choosing,
nonsense, she said to herself, more and more gently, as if this
beauty, this scent, this colour, and Miss Pym liking her, trusting her,
were a wave which she let flow over her and surmount that hatred,
that monster, surmount it all; and it lifted her up and up (56)
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In came Richard, holding out flowers....... and Lady Bruton, whose
lunch parties were said to be extraordinarily amusing, had not asked
her. He was holding out flowers — roses, red and white roses.......

But how lovely, she said, taking his flowers. She understood; she

understood without his speaking; his Clarissa.(198)
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Gently the yellow curtain with all the birds of Paradise blew out
and it seemed as if there were a flight of wings into the room,
right out, then sucked back........ The curtain with its flight on birds
of Paradise blew out again. And Clarissa saw - she saw Ralph
Lyon beat it back and go on talking. So it wasn’t a failure after all!

it was going to be all right now-her party. (265-268)
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What she liked was simply life. "That’s what I do it for,” she said.

speaking aloud to life.

"Yes, yes, but your parties - what the sense of your parties?” all



she could say was (and nobody could be expected to understand):

They're an offering;

She felt if only they could be brought together; so she did it. And it

was an offering; to combine, to create; but whom?

An offering for the sake of offering, perhaps. Anyhow, it was her

gift.(202-203)
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The things you know us by, are simply childish. Beneath it is all

dark, it is all spreading, it is unfathomably deep; but now and again

we rise to the surface and that is what you see us by. (62)
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