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A Study on Improvement of Medical Support System
for Seafarers

Sang Hyoun, Lee

Department of Ship Operating System Engineering,
Graduate School of Maritime Industrial Studies

Korea Maritime University

Abstract

On this thesis, I studied medical support system so that seafarers who
had achieved the base of economic development by earning enormous dollars
when korea’s economic ground had been weak could conduct boarding work
healthily and safely.

Recently organizations and groups led by Ministry of Marine Industry
have accomplished many studies and surveys to increase the support for the
seafarers thanks to the huge development of marine industry and
inauguration of Ministry of Marine Industry.

However, though Korea has improved medical welfare support system for
the crew through the variety of legal and systematic reform, compared with
marine developed countries, it 1s still insufficient. Thus, on this thesis, I
surveyed and analyzed the medical support methods for the seafarers, so

that I tried to suggest the improving methods.



Above all, I surveyed the seafarer’s stress, disaster and diseases during
the embarkation, boarded the ship and actually measured the noise among
the embarkation service environments. On the basis of this, I examined the
directly concerned regulations and statute, studied the medical support
system for seafarers and suggested the methods for improving the medical
support system.

1. Suggestion for the medical support

First of all, as soon as accident occurs, or there is a patient on the
sailing ship, we must be able to cope with the emergency instantly. For the
qualification of medical managers, designated educational institutes must
strengthen the medical major subjects. Also, support facility like emergency
medical information center should be established so that medical managers
and boarding crews can cope with the emergency. By using it, they can
consult medical information every place and every moment, and have an
instruction.

Next, remote medical support system at sea should be introduced to deal
with the emergency. Because remote medical support system can provide
the medical examination and treatment not only for the emergency but for
the usually bad condition, it can prevent risks caused by work such as
stress, cold and light diseases as well as the worst situation, thus it can
increase the work efficiency.

Finally, the physical checkup for the crew should be strengthened.
Government must provide a ground to judge the fitness of boarding with
scientific and quantitative figures and add checkup points. And it must
convert the increased expense caused by that into basic checkup expense.
If the result of physical checkup conducted every two years is recorded
continuously as Data Base, we can have basic data to help judge the
occupational disease. That is, it 1S necessary to introduce a guard system

against industrial disaster and occupational disease.



2. Suggestion for the legal reform

Legal backup should be followed to accomplish the above medical
improving method successfully. Medical manager’'s emergent activity must
not collide with the medical law and government must reform physical
checkup regulations established by enforcement regulations of crew law. It
should arrange the ground of law to introduce the remote medical support
system at sea and guard system for occupational disease. It also establish
a regulation on supporting method to conduct them successfully.

As mentioned above, if we manager marine emergency center first to
improve crew medical support system and provide crew medical facility and
regulation suitable for Korea’s reality, we can establish the effective system
for the crews and employees of marine product industries.

According to Consolidated Maritime Labour Conventions, the crew can
have a medical support like workers on ground. We must continue deep
study for the better work environment of seafarers in accordance with that

conventions.
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HF 219 =AL dute] SR HA
Ship’s Type Ro-Ro [Full Container] Chemical Passenger | Training
Particular Ship Ship Tanker Ship Ship
L.0.A(m) 125.9 182.1 84.8 114.5 117.2
Breadth(m) 20.0 30.2 124 20.0 17.8
Gross Tonnage | 7,372.0 21,611.0 1,257.0 9,832.0 6,686.0
Crew Number(p) 14 22 13 52 246
Launched Date 1997. 6 1997. 9 1989. 10 1998. 2004.
£eEAE AN AFFAY F oagde] HE ABAL NHow 9l
aol A ZABG oM, E 2208 AUY AdelAe] ZH Faw meg 2
15 vhebd Aotk
E 220 MutA~ g ZE™MAq (&9 dB)
Ship"s Type Ro-Ro Ship Full Coptainer Chemical Passepger Trair}ing
Location Ship Tanker Ship Ship
Bridge 44.3 47.4 50.6 35.6 48.5
Wing Bridge 51.2 53.1 67.8 53.4 63.2
Officer’s Cabin 39.5 37.8 63.1 33.8 50.3
Crew’s Cabin 42.1 45.8 67.5 35.0 55.7
Galley 50.6 58.0 78.1 46.8 70.1
Dinning Room 47.8 52.1 73.5 36.6 414
Deck Office 46.1 59.7 67.0 - -
Fhatne Control 83.4 60.6 - 58.7 63.8
Engine Room 105.9 92.6 103.7 93.6 99.2
Aoy AdgHz o AME nEor FPsle Aoz 7P &g
e oF BBEA MET FES Heln AT, Aol A A5 7]
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ELDERLY SEAFARERS ACCOMMODATION

Accommod . N . .
i Disposition Of Accommodation Available To Merchant Seafarers,
ation
Fishermen & Dependants
Royal Merchant Navy School Foundation
Children & Sa?lors’ Families’ Soc?ety
. Sailors’ Orphans’ Society of Scotland
Education . .
Marine Society & Sea Cadets, The
Royal Liverpool Seamen’s Orphan Institution
Apostleship of the Sea: Episcopal Agency for England & Wales
o British & International Sailors’ Society
Spiritual L
C & Mission to Seafarers
are
Seamen’s Christian Friend Society (SCFS)
Bereaveme ..
. Mersey Mission to Seafarers
n

Apostleship of the Sea: Episcopal Agency for Northern Ireland
Royal National Mission to Deep Sea Fishermen

Financial
Assistance

British & International Sailors’ Society

Manx Marine Society

Cornwall Seamans Benevelent Trust

Ex-Service Fellowship Centres (EFC)

Guild of Benevolence of the IMarEST

The Honourable Company of Master Mariners

Hull Fishermen'’s Trust Fund

Leith Aged Mariners’ Fund

Lowestoft Fishermens’ and Seafarers’ Benevolent Society

Marine Society & Sea Cadets, The

NUMAST Welfare Funds

Royal Seamen’s Pension Fund

Seamen’s Hospital Society

Shipwrecked Fishermen & Mariners’ Royal Benevolent Society
(Shipwrecked Mariners’ Society)

SSAFA TForces Help (Soldiers,
Association - Forces Help)

Scottish Nautical Welfare Society

Trinity House (London)

Trinity House, Hull

Tyne Mariners’ Benevolent Institution

Sailors & Airmen & families

Grimsby Fishermen’s Dependant’s Fund
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1) Shenton Medical Group/Shenton Family Medical Clinics

2) Executive Health Screeners

3) Gleneagles Maritime Medical Centre

4) Nippon Medical Care

5) Aviation Medicine and Psychiatry

6) Accident & Emergency
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