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Jean-Luc Nancy’s Corpus as the Other
in Heart of Darkness

Jeong, Ji Eun

Major in English Language and Literature
Graduate School

Korea Maritime and Ocean University

Abstract

In Corpus, Jean-Luc Nancy suggests a unique way of thinking about the
body. He asks if it is possible to think about the body as being brought
about by the body itself not from the body of the convention of the
body-soul or mind-body dichotomy. Nancy explains the body as the other
and says its openness. When he says the body as being open, the body is
turned toward the outside and toward the ‘touch” with the other. His
discussion of the body can shed new light on the interpretation of Joseph
Conrad’s novella, Heart of Darkness.

Bodies of various people in this novella illustrate Nancy’s concept that the
body is incessantly sent out to the other, and open to the other. So the
body becomes related with the other that we are never able to know,
thereby being represented as the other. This thesis focuses on the body and
its possibility of being open to the other through Marlow’s process of
recognizing such nature of the body. On his voyage along the Congo,

Marlow becomes aware of the outside that presents itself as the other, and



experiences his body as something alien. He also recognizes his body is
connected with the other through the voice. So 1 demonstrate how
Marlow’s recognition can deepen Nancy’s idea of the body as the other.

Chapter 2 investigates the meaning of the steamboat on which Marlow is
going up the river. In the novella, the steamboat is an extension of
Marlow’s body. Just as Marlow is often on the verge of catching a fever,
the steamboat keeps on breaking down and running again, symbolizing the
state of being in between the closed body and the open body, or death and
life. Both pilgrims and cannibals on the steamboat recognize that their
bodies are related with the others. As the place where they coexist with
and touch others, the steamboat can be explained as a metaphor for the
body and the body-place as well.

Chapter 3 deals with the disease which reveals the body’s interaction with
the outside. Most of the Europeans, who came to Congo to make money by
collecting ivory, die of disease there. Their body can be defined as a mass
according to Nancy. When they lose the ability to open themselves to the
outside, their body becomes ‘impenetrable,” which leads them to become
inevitably vulnerable to the attack from the outside, that is, disease. Nancy
contrasts the ‘impenetrable” mass with the body that has the possibility of
being open to the outside. Even though disease is revealed on the body, it
is derived from the outside, and it evokes the strangeness of the body.
Through this experience, Europeans can feel the body as the other. Kurtz,
obsessed with ivory, gets ill and recognizes the strangeness of his body
open to the outside before he dies.

Chapter 4 connects the voice, a part of the body, to the narrative of the
novella. Voice is the medium through which Marlow the narrator tells his
experience. He does not write from the mind, but gives voice coming out of
the body to his story. Marlow’s journey also represents others revealing
themselves as the voice. Nancy says voice can be shared and resonated with

others. In this novella, Marlow understands both the native people and



Kurtz through their voice, and realizes that the body is involved in the
otherness. Just as the body touches the other, so does the voice through the
tympanum. Marlow’s voice containing the mnarrative continues to be
transmitted, but incessantly becomes cracked and fragmented, making us

realize the fundamental openness of our body toward the outside.

Key words: Jean-Luc Nancy “&-¥ dA|; Joseph Conrad %A &&+E; Heart

of Darkness "$+&2] & 4l, ; the body &; the other E}=}
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parts, a totality, functions, or finality. It's acephalic and aphallic. (15)
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variously folded, refolded, unfolded, multiplied, invaginated, exogastrulated,
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And on we went again into the silence, along empty reaches, round
the still bends, between the high walls of our winding way,
reverberating in hollow claps the ponderous beat of the stern-wheel.
Trees, trees, millions of trees, massive, immense, running up high; and
at their foot, hugging the bank against the stream, crept the little
begrimed steamboat, like a sluggish beetle crawling on the floor of a

lofty portico. (138)
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As we opened the reach more, I perceived it was the head of a long

sand-bank, or rather of a chain of shallow patches stretching down the

Now, as far as I did see, I could go to the

middle of the river. «::::-

No sooner had we fairly entered it

right or to the left of this. .-

than I became aware it was much narrower than I had supposed.

(147)
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Then I had to look at the river mighty quick, because there was a
snag in the fairway. - We cleared the snag clumsily. - What?
Another snag! - Now I couldn’t see the ripple or the snag either.
------ There was no room to turn even if I had wanted to, the snag
was somewhere very near ahead in that confounded smoke, - we

were clear of the snag. (149-150)
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W7k e8] edol I 94 wrke HelA & ¢ 5 Aot

g7e AT 0% wAHD, SN AT £& UAE A 2. 5

We] elge FrlEsl FESANT, Ut nEe] 0g 4% Sou
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7] W, ol AL nhAl Aol rAE Zuke e mi 2 23k

=

The current was more rapid now, the steamer seemed at her last gasp,
the stern-wheel flopped languidly, and I caught myself listening on

tiptoe for the next beat of the boat, for in sober truth I expected the

_12_



wretched thing to give up every moment. It was like watching the last

flickers of a life. (142)
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paw-strokes of the wilderness, the preliminary trifling before the more
serious onslaught which came in due course, 145)2}3 3}%o] 1= F|E&
o] HFo= LAITh HiZF gkt F5 Akolell A IRA AT Jojde=
R 1 AAN 9o Sedud, 223t opY @%——% @A e A
g At 2R O 222 B 4y% 299 A
. i B WEGER, 185 AR ol

Aol ol& I FAUT Rt Mats BAE AL AANS 0 wE

F 3

AR=T, o] BIH wiE 1 AARE FEA onAEe AF

o

ooar

n) w7}A
2 AAZI
Ui o) w7b Wel RS oulE el Fopxeld Zaul. AT
PATE AZE 2. AR HAY S g0, 338 o] 4A
Az e dolghrld VT o4 TU A,

I did not see the real significance of that wreck at once. I fancy I see
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it now, but I am not sure—not at all. Certainly the affair was too
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stupid when I think of it to be altogether natural. (122)

TR R T RO T ook W ET
FRowmgp®E Ry T Mo og M
=srEglzte LY .
A R TS ¥ T o~ = ueE
N mivwEXE X °c ¥l g s BT
8 T oo#i_.iuimﬂ ﬂ‘.&. 2 o T
o R A Yy il o . op
oM S o | w %% o5 1y e W D B
W ooy T e e | — o L B — R o
_,on‘mn_,:,._/‘uln_Al,AMﬂ _LU,WLHWUX X5
@%%ﬂ.ﬂ%ﬂ%mﬂ ﬂﬂ?&%ﬂ ﬁﬁw
~ N H == % on ‘M JL'
R R SN T T oo
L R A EREE L g
9 o o T N nﬂ]o_l = ]iodlle,lrx_ﬂ! o N
o_l]geo_nm_uuﬂlu@i oE ﬁou%ﬁ S Mo
ﬁ%ﬂ%%%ap%me ), Eowrﬂar. A do 2,
" L N ol i — o3 ool
ﬂaLA%Mﬂl,am_e o o oE N T T
ﬂﬂicfdﬂmﬁ% X E.ﬁum_rgmmr mjj
zT]o#@vH N o) (ny ﬂo_‘_ e J— %1;1_ M o=
zl_m/Mnozoi%mno_. ] ﬂc_a_sﬂWr% = D
T ooy x Py o Hogp & P2 &R oy
A%% M@.%ﬂmg | Hoa m N & %9,
o X
%__dﬂwrmw,/#o_.% %Wﬂmﬂc_am% 5%%
N ) T oo R w TR .
K 2o o N e ome Mogn KT 0w Do ow
~ o AR X ry N < o) T
N CR Y W oy W T
ooy N W B oo o & M om & ' )
s ) N o i Y o8 w T W w
= T o 2 - o_llrdl EMO N
MH Jl,_t i Xo%/uﬂazuw E.SL - 5 @Qmﬂ&
—_— - \]
WMﬂme%a’%ﬁ%Mﬁ %auzﬂuw# wAE
TS N s ENMe 2 oW
- T s TR MWD
B ERT TR T F oo @ B %

_14_



T

-

an, A EESE AAVE BRAR, 2 B3ATE 3R] A e wook
of Zelr= olH] Utk BT 2 F ol Aok

back—a help—an instrument. It was a kind of partnership. He steered
for me—I had to look after him, I worried about his deficiencies, and

he had done something, he had steered; for months I had him at my
thus a subtle bond had been created, of which I only became aware
when it was suddenly broken. And the intimate profundity of that
look he gave me when he received his hurt remains to this day in
my memory—like a claim of distant kinship affirmed in a supreme

moment. (156)
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helmsman while alive, but now he was dead he might have become a
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Restraint! I would just as soon have expected restraint from a hyena

(

4N H

prowling amongst the corpses of a battlefield. But there was the fact
facing me—the fact dazzling, to be seen, like the foam on the depths
of the sea, like a ripple on an unfathomable enigma, a mystery greater
—when 1 thought of it—than the curious, inexplicable note of
desperate grief in this savage clamour that had swept by us on the

river-bank, behind the blind whiteness of the fog. (146)
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73
yet to understand the effect of it on me you ought to know how I

got out there, what I saw, how I went up that river to the place
navigation and the culminating point of my experience. It seemed
somehow to throw a kind of light on everything about me—and into

W7l Egdo g EAss Ao] ofuet 9 Rsl #AlH ol
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where 1 first met the poor chap.
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my thoughts. (107)
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I clambered on board. She rang under my feet like an empty Huntley
& Palmer biscuit-tin- kicked along a gutter; she was nothing so solid in
make, and rather less pretty in shape, but I had expended enough
hard work on her to make me love her. No influential friend would
have served me better. She had given me a chance to come out a bit
—to find out what I could do. No, I don’t like work. I had rather
laze about and think of all the fine things that can be done. I don't
like work—no man does—but I like what is in the work—the chance
to find yourself. Your own reality—for yourself, not for others—what
no other man can ever know. They can only see the mere show, and

never can tell what it really means. (131)
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Sometimes I would pick out a tree a little way ahead to measure our
progress towards Kurtz by, but I lost it invariably before we got
abreast. To keep the eyes so long on one thing was too much for

human patience. (142)
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you lost your way on that river as you would in a desert, and butted
all day long against shoals, trying to find the channel, till you thought
yourself bewitched and cut off for ever from everything you had
known once—somewhere—far away—in another existence perhaps.

(137)
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The reaches opened before us and closed behind, as if the forest had

stepped leisurely across the water to bar the way for our return. We

penetrated deeper and deeper into the heart of darkness. (138)

| —
) Y

o
o)
i
ol
rlr

a, wi7E A Foll 21tk 2=

Aoty BALS =], v wirF S

=
N
N
X
I
N
A
2
e
il

o o

i)
B[
ol
ol
rlr
pau)
k)



A 2 e e BYflel AFIHA dea EAA T, 23tk wivk A
ES #Yglel HEste #E S 229 4352 H4l(heart of darkness) o Z
AEste Fgolgt 3t} old ZFe BESoA &I HMow gt 5 9l
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Z UFso] A% 2Add Hx=o o33 AU (Going up that river was
like traveling back to the earliest beginnings of the world, when vegetation
rioted on the earth and the big trees were kings, 136)1l 3}, 7 A/F 29
AR LS Bz HE AdsteE A ZATH (we were travelling in the night of
first ages, 138-9)1L HAIS7|= grh. oAl & ARFES 32 olgA H=x
2, dA AEe] okl I AAR Fovhs ZolH. old oo gAMe e
27 He &3 SA4HLE RS e AdAE & =2dn

AT A7l SHaAl o], Aol B 5 Q= A 2 2ol
St A, aze mMeE el Hu gln BRe P UetE I
Hog NEAEm mYE Y& A%l #3, 2 HUE E ARG WL
G, e AE9E SAH D gl ASE w3 Abolde e
AN7b—lo] E8%, 2w 1 7o) & F. - o]l U= w33y,

But there was in it one river especially, a mighty big river, that you
could see on the map, resembling an immense snake uncoiled, with its
head in the sea, its body at rest curving afar over a vast country, and
its tail lost in the depths of the land. And as I looked at the map of
it in a shop-window, it fascinated me as a snake would a bird—a silly

little bird. ----- The snake had charmed me. (108)
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o] npg e FARTE AT BRI} o] do R AT F gle AlAol7
=z gybel] gle Edolth. TESUE oJAY FAE T AAY(ghastly
nowhere, 176)2} E@3l= X vholE 18 Y (Michael Greaney)w -2 2] % o]
3, BAAR 75 & j&%@ T e AU g2Ega ghtles). 2SI &
T e B Bl AR 1)r\:)rur“ gfzfo] 7)o ole tegdtes AAS =
npyel Aty FdskE Aotk DE9E O oS ‘e e R, a8
= Aoz ngEn

A ARZA Y= =24, F3o] A7 AA=71R

I wondered whether the stillness on the face of the immensity looking
at us two were meant as an appeal or as a menace. What were we
who had strayed in here? Could we handle that dumb thing, or
would it handle us? I felt how big, how confoundedly big, was that
thing that couldn’t talk, and perhaps was deaf as well. What was in
there? (129)
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land, the immense wilderness, the colossal body of the fecund and
mysterious life seemed to look at her, pensive, as though it had been
looking at the image of its own tenebrous and passionate soul. -
She stood looking at us without a stir, and like the wilderness itself,

with an air of brooding over an inscrutable purpose. (168)
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There was an eddy in the mass of human bodies, and the woman

the stream. She put out her hands, shouted something, and all that
wild mob took up the shout in a roaring chorus of articulated, rapid,

with helmeted head and tawny cheeks rushed out to the very brink of
breathless utterance. ‘Do you understand this?” I asked. (175)
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A A& 7] Hsl 2™ Aol Baditts AMEE Q1AEHA Bl =
550 218 EX 1 olHoE ofFy EEAHQ 3 glo] 1 o Y

This devoted band called itself the Eldorado Exploring Expedition, and
I believe they were sworn to secrecy. Their talk, however, was the talk
of sordid buccaneers: it was reckless without hardihood, greedy
without audacity, and cruel without courage; there was not an atom of
foresight or of serious intention in the whole batch of them, and they
did not seem aware these things are wanted for the work of the
world. To tear treasure out of the bowels of the land was their desire,
with no more moral purpose at the back of it than there is in

burglars breaking into a safe. (133)
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Save mel!l—save the ivory, you mean. Don’t tell me. Save me! Why,
I've had to save you. You are interrupting my plans now. Sick! Sick!

Not so sick as you would like to believe. Never mind. (169)

125 e TaeE BB W 24 RAT BE AL Lfde &
E BE QL AADT ANE TEY S BB AR2AE o dT
o golE TIE ARATE S T Motk Az HEE a7t £
AR AHAAE, AXFAE Fohs FUYS Yehih o) 53 B2
qo) e el waks Aol & =t
Qe 2o GES WA, okel B A HlEH ole 1o o
o] Aol S By, nHWEY AAl. b= FHZE A7) 3 &

a

18 AES AR olwd FHE AT 79 v ST
471 A A= FATHl. ae AV A AiA.

© 27& By, Sd. e AHEE, BeE, FHEE jlo

]
o2 A7) ANT ASE B GES AFT 5 UE ANES 2 5 9

ot

But his soul was mad. Being alone in the wilderness, it had looked
within itself, and, by heavens! I tell you, it had gone mad. I had—for
my sins, I suppose—to go through the ordeal of looking into it
myself. No eloquence could have been so withering to one’s belief in
mankind as his final burst of sincerity. He struggled with himself, too.
I saw it—I heard it. I saw the inconceivable mystery of a soul that
knew no restraint, no faith, and no fear, yet struggling blindly with

itself. (174)
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I have been risking my life every day for the last fortnight to keep

A MY B

her out of the house. She got in one day and kicked up a row about
those miserable rags I picked up in the storeroom to mend my clothes
with. I wasn’t decent. At least it must have been that, for she talked

like a fury to Kurtz for an hour, pointing at me now and then. (168)
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I think the knowledge came to him at last—only at the very last. But
the wilderness had found him out early, and had taken on him a
terrible vengeance for the fantastic invasion. I think it had whispered
to him things about himself which he did not know, things of which
he had no conception till he took counsel with this great solitude—
and the whisper had proved irresistibly fascinating. It echoed loudly

within him because he was hollow at the core. (164-5)
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Th(He was great by this little thing that it was impossible to tell what could

control such a man. He never gave that secret away, 123).

_33_



I Q%m«ﬂ%ﬂ%ﬂnﬂ@%%ﬂa#mﬂﬂwmﬁ r
. < ° 3 o
P OIsLGrvaPIlpEgeiliITEEY 3
g A B Koo o 3 o N X ila
o X5 oo B X4 Mo o M o2 o7 ) =
~ N m — ‘Ui il LIS ET A S L N
R= 1 0 < o v & I3
™ o) T = o S T R - A 5
> ; ™ T o D= o - _ g g )
o c T N o 1)) A
R L E s W oo Wom M oL Ko 2 £ ok
TR T gE_Miwmze RLoEpiw i W
e P M JOFR  ERS S S TRy oy §
N RS g x5 PP T el @ em s o 28 :
K v c N o N B g S oo T )
y %H%mﬁ%ﬁrg%qm«uﬂ%iur.ﬂmo¢ W
9o _ = o5 = A\ —_— -~
i PR S XL T o wW T o X g P o
o o g X BB R gy xR ND & = B o R
‘HL Z.._L _..E i W ‘WO O_H ox HT.: 0 —_— ﬂ—_w H__l ‘M \ﬂw ,;lo - < ._OL
s ol w5 ® 2 B 2ol 7 g g <
K ~ CUN R T 0 =) R To 5 r
P8 30 ik F P = g, o 8
oy T | L e o & 5 -
HO = ~ Wom ) il S = o 3 o o 0 Ay © = o 1F Jadl)
I S STy o S0 a8 T
o o 9 T @ o~ B . K B X b o g = Lnna X T
A - B o NN o T R o MNPV S T I TN
T xE e ¥ v mlly pEF T LT o m T
N T ~ T = < e . o
i FToE = TP g g X z%@wwmﬂ , 27 %
0 et u N o el iy
T I B o G T A S I A1
US| _— < 0 o B = ~ —
E OB oo N TR o § xop o NG oz B oy ¥
T o o T o o) © SR wﬂ S SRR - I i
Wl asedgagoaERr ahav, 200 o
of T N o = 7 R ® W g o S o & W W g g J
o R £ N S o= T3 5 N
o g ] 5 ol op ok >+ R N
S L@ e’ eRTIE T HEw s EE R
N T = KB T N ERD T B .
X m = e — oy T
I < ) 5 W ok W g ) _ oo s 1 I S ~ ey
c R I T i S T TR B L
No o 1T HTET P ERBEWST KRBT T

4

Yl.”(Glamour urged

4 R

him on, glamour kept him unscathed. He surely wanted nothing from the
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wilderness but space to breathe in and to push on through, 161)2}3l 2] A|o}
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o] #2o]ul.”(If the absolutely pure, uncalculating, unpractical spirit
of adventure had ever ruled a human being, it ruled this bepatched youth,
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The high stillness confronted these two figures with its ominous
patience, waiting for the passing away of a fantastic invasion. - It
was the stillness of an implacable force brooding over an inscrutable
intention. It looked at you with a vengeful aspect. I got used to it
afterwards; ------ I felt often its mysterious stillness watching me at my
monkey tricks, just as it watches you fellows performing on your

respective tight—ropes for—what is it? half—a—crown a tumble—

(136-7)
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= < F%0”(Unexpected, wild, and violent as they had

been, they had given me an irresistible impression of sorrow, 147)7] ™<= °]
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They howled and leaped, and spun, and made horrid faces; but what
thrilled you was just the thought of their humanity—like yours—the
thought of your remote kinship with this wild and passionate uproar.
Ugly. Yes, it was ugly enough; but if you were man enough you
would admit to yourself that there was in you just the faintest trace
of a response to the terrible frankness of that noise, a dim suspicion
of there being a meaning in it which you—you so remote from the

night of first ages—could comprehend. (139)
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A HAA AS 7194+ (And 1 remember I confounded the beat of the
drum with the beating of my heart, 172)3L gt} AR50 W& ‘Shel'e &
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With one hand I felt above my head for the line of the steam whistle,
and jerked out screech after screech hurriedly. The tumult of angry
and warlike yells was checked instantly, and then from the depths of
the woods went out such a tremulous and prolonged wail of mournful
fear and utter despair as may be imagined to follow the flight of the

last hope from the earth. (151)
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There was no sign on the face of nature of this amazing tale that was
not so much told as suggested to me in desolate exclamations,
completed by shrugs, in interrupted phrases, in hints ending in deep

sighs. (163)
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I made the strange discovery that I had never imagined him as doing,
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you know, but as discoursing. I didn’t say to myself, 'Now I will
never see him, or 'Now I will never shake him by the hand,” but,

‘Now I will never hear him.” The man presented himself as a voice.

(151-2)
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"You will be lost/ I said—'utterly lost” One gets sometimes such a
flash of inspiration, you know. I did say the right thing, though
indeed he could not have been more irretrievably lost than he was at
this very moment, when the foundations of our intimacy were being

laid—to endure—to endure—even to the end—even beyond. (173)
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Better his cry—much better. It was an affirmation, a moral victory
paid for by innumerable defeats, by abominable terrors, by abominable
satisfactions. But it was a victory! That is why I have remained loyal
to Kurtz to the last, and even beyond, when a long time after I heard
once more, not his own voice, but the echo of his magnificent
eloquence thrown to me from a soul as translucently pure as a cliff of

crystal. (179)
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(And it is not my own extremity I remember best—a vision of greyness
without form filled with physical pain, and a careless contempt for the
evanescence of all things—even of this pain itself. No! It is his extremity

that I seem to have lived through, 179).

L2297 AL S AFE ALY Aol oty 238 A= S3 4ol
L2ees Az S3 F%e nFsta HadE Ure dde Tl A= B
P 1273 3G BESS AZY F48E Fil Axe #AAH U=
ARl Be wrm, Az 7 ABe mATF APsHe Aotk ATt F9Y
<= W 2Efe rHade A 29 7ol ¥ EkE dd 2l
7}?”(The voice was gone. What else had been there?, 178)2}1l HE+=Th A=

E O Bhel2 dehta, Bhelz Aetdn BReE Aze] Baest A
B Rl Jo) B FREF A0 s AFEL TEA 27} 92 R EE
3 dAR ARE Aold BASES FHBTh AT FEAT B FLoA
SHd SRl BESE A2 F Fol £elE 5 Be 1ste] #AE
2143},

g A, dart 19 &2 ®ods wEe vgotd g3 yUE
Fo] Ak A owmlE a9 TUE AR mbehy (Noli me
of thal Lttt

An )
tangere) | A ©]¥ &

_44_



Why, then, a body? Because only a body can be cut down or raised
up, because only a body can touch or not touch. A spirit can do
nothing of the sort. A "pure spirit" gives only a formal and empty
index of a presence entirely closed in on itself. A body opens its
presence. it presents it; it puts presence outside of itself; it moves
presence away from itself, and, by that very fact, it brings others
along with it: Mary Magdalene thus becomes the true body of the
departed. (Nancy Noli 48)
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3) Jean-Luc Nancy, Noli me tangere, trans. Sarah Clift, Pascale-Anne Brault and Michael Naas (New
York: Fordham UP, 2008). S A4 HA TUE 9AA vig}y (o3 A7e &4, £33 A

44} 20158 2SS HEth

_45_



<
A

1= ol Al

A

il

22} o}

| —
) Y

o] z=F7F vt rIE 7t

ojme A, FAlel L AA

14 A o=

1=
pi

o2& W el U Bom AdAL

HEE O =l = o A W &

th19). 2= AUE7I=

Bis

=-27]2k

o I
— =

zol A< &, Aoz WA

Aedo] EA)HT}

o)1
L

= Holx

7V Aol

oy

ol

)
N
£y

oy

i

W&ol B3 £71et Ao

B

w

i

il

)

5

3 A A

oju

il

o] 3= o] Efxfol Al AU A]

< & Fa7telA d@A--XT7(A body’s always

ob-jected from the outside, to "me" or to someone else, 29)2}t

o, e olojuzitt ABERA B

re3 %

7

A

vz oz, A gom

e A
oz A s}

il

ARjo] Aol

_46_



"= A Fago] AuA] gl e Sads, Fagds—4A o
AE—AF—" FFL 2E ARYTh e PE ANTE 1A A5
A e AU 15 AT ool AR
ojelolel BHEAR ofyol, TUE A olZTE B
e, 4B off pe] g, ol Be] YoIME gk . oo
JElm Aze 14E Golvieh Hslee wuE 2 Folx Auth
A sk, 2y o Ed A, Rl disE sl o ™
glE FER, 28, BA OAe F, okR " e Wk e &
o v= IR0 Hy. FolE FHZIE LA 2 FFo] otz
B U
“He was very little more than a voice. <= Voices, voices—even the
girl herself—now—" He was silent for a long time. “I laid the ghost
of his gifts at last with a lie,” he began, suddenly. “Girl! What? Did I
mention a girl? Oh, she is out of it—completely. They—the women, I
mean—are out of it—should be out of it - And the lofty frontal
bone of Mr. Kurtz! They say the hair goes on growing sometimes, but
this—ah—specimen, was impressively bald. The wilderness had patted
him on the head, and, behold, it was like a ball—an ivory ball;, -
Ivory? 1 should think so. Heaps of it, stacks of it. The old mud shanty
was bursting with it.” (153)
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It had become so pitch dark that we listeners could hardly see one
another. For a long time already he, sitting apart, had been no more to
us than a voice. There was not a word from anybody. The others might
have been asleep, but I was awake. I listened, I listened on the watch for
the sentence, for the word, that would give me the clue to the faint
uneasiness inspired by this narrative that seemed to shape itself without

human lips in the heavy night—air of the river. (130)
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"Absurd!" he cried. "This is the worst of trying to tell.... Here you all
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are, each moored with two good addresses, like a hulk with two
anchors, a butcher round one corner, a policeman round another,
excellent appetites, and temperature normal—you hear—normal from
year’s end to year’s end. And you say, Absurd! Absurd be—exploded!
Absurd! My dear boys, what can you expect from a man who out of
sheer nervousness had just flung overboard a pair of new shoes!”

(152)

=
f
4o Ho

fru
rlr
by
2
o
o
9
N,
Ll
i
rlr
oX!
Y
il
o
b3
2
o
il
flo
o
o
A
z0Q
v
k1

TORE

B

Lo
12
ol
N
[
I
e
K
e
s
=2
"
1
a4
o
do
2
2
> b

o
(r

4 2 18
o)
o

Lo

ﬁ"ﬂ
rr
i 2

S|
dy tle 2 ow
fu)

'

o 9
:*:'.
o
2
HE
>x

o M2
flo
S
2
N
N
A
r
kv
2 ]
-
v
N
N
%
v
=
iz}

N
2
b
&i
e
(LTS
o
02
i)
1o

v
i
it
—o
rr
o
)
[>
[>

kl
)
rok
v)

(m
e
e
=
’Q
=
@
S
@)
=
s}
O
)
™
5
rlr
-
o2
ot
1o
>
=
rlo
[-'0
r:l_‘
(i
2
>
Pl
o
1o
=}
ol
ol
N
=2

_50_



<, 1 FAE F AuAX olobr]E olojuzttt. wtER oL} = (Martine
Hennard Dutheil de la Rochére)= ©] ZFo| A &2 QIZFEA 9 9w SAE

a2 B2 AFHR] AL ol (2] BRSHA oloblsh=
&= ALstar) Z2eAl olokr] 9] oml= drjAE WEIE ofet 2o
AA=H, DEle] 7|7 2ol o) Heol= s)p| gt FFH Y =Ele] M
= EUIRX Rt oloprlE e FolA AL AT

But Marlow was not typical (if his propensity to spin yarns be excepted),
and to him the meaning of an episode was not inside like a kernel but
outside, enveloping the tale which brought it out only as a glow brings
out a haze, in the likeness of one of these misty halos that sometimes

are made visible by the spectral illumination of moonshine. (105)
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